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dry bills without amendment, and with the recom- 
mendation that they do pass. 

Mr. HENDRICKS. I move that the House 
take up the bills just reported from the Committee 
of the Whole, and that they be considered together, 
they having been all reported without objection. 

Mr. McNAIR. I object. 

Mr. LANE, of Indiana. I desire a separate vote 
upon Senate bill (No. 155) ‘‘ granting half pay to 
the widow of CaptainJohn W. Gunnison.” 

Mr. McNAIR. 1 withdraw my objection. 

The SPEAKER. Is it the pleasure of the 
Hlouse that the bills which are objected to be noted 
at the request of any member desiring a separate 
vote thereon, and that the balance be voted upon, 
and passed together? 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Let them be. announced 
one vy one. 

The following Senate bills were then ordered to 
be read a third time; and, having been severally 
read the third time, were passed: 

No. 134. An act for the relief of Allen C. John- 
son. 

No. 135. An act for the relief of Adam D. 
Steuart, Paymaster of the United States Army. 

No. 184. An act for the relief of Mrs. Elizabeth 
C. Smith, of Missouri. 

No. 100. Anact for the relief of Mary C. Ham- 
ilton. 

The following House bills were then ordered to 


be engrossed, and read a third time; and having | 


been engrossed, they were subsequently read the 
third time, and passed: 

No. 279. A bill for the relief of Albro Tripp. 

No. 278. A bill for the relief of Jesse R. Faulk- 
ner, of Missouri. 

No. 277. A bill for the relief of James Walsh. 

No. 276. A bill for the relief of William Mayo, 
of the State of Maine. 

No. 275. A bill for the relief of James M. 
Lewis. 

No. 267. A bill for the relief of the legal repre- 
sentatives of Captain William Davis, late com- 
mander of the United States transport ‘schooner 
Eufala. 

No. 268. A bill to provide a pension for James 
K. Welch. 

No. 266. A bill for the relief of Captain E. A. 
F. Lavallette, of the United States Navy. 

No. 264. A bill for the relief of Samuel K. Ray- 
burn. 

The SPEAKER. There is one bill still remain- 
ing undisposed of, being Senate bill granting five 
years’ half pay to the widow of Captain John W. 
Gunnison. 

Mr. LANE, of Indiana. I propose an amend- 
ment, to strike out the word ‘ five,’’ and insert 
in lieu thereof the word ** ten,’’ soas to place the 
petitioner upon the same footing with widows of 
other pensioners. 

Mr. LETCHER. What will be the effect of 
the amendment ? 

The SPEAKER. The effect will be to give the 
petitioner ten years’ pension instead of five. 

The question was then taken upon the amend- 
ment, and it was decided in the negative. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed, and 
read the third time; and, having been engrossed, 
and read thethird time, it was subsequently passed. 


DEATH OF GENERAL ARMSTRONG. 

Mr. CHURCHWELL rose and said: 

Mr. Speaker: In obedience to that inexorable 
law of God, our great men have fallen around us 
like the autumn leaves. The badge of death is 
sull upon us. It is a melancholy duty, Mr. 
Speaker, to announce the end of any one’s life, 
but more particularly the death of a bosom friend. 

With the going down of yesterday’s sun the 
spirit of a noble American patriot took its flight. 


General Robert Armstrong is no more, After | 
an illness of several days he expired near 7 0’clock, | 
p- m., of yesterday, leaving a large family of af- | 
fectionate children to mourn the loss of a fond and | 


devoted father. He died of congestion of the brain. 


He first saw the sunlight in the year 1791, ma- | 


king his age, when he died, sixty-three years. He 
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| was born at Abingdon, Washington county, Vir- 

| ginia. He afterwards removed with his father’s 
family (Trooper Armstrong) to Tennessee, and 

| settled in Knox, my nativecounty, where he resided 

| for many years, and enjoyed the confidence and 

| esteem of a large circle of friends. He then moved 
from Knoxville to Nashville, and remained a citi- 
zen of the last-named city until called by President 
Polk to fill the high and responsible trust of Con- 

| sul to Liverpool. While discharging the duties 
of this honorable position—which he did with 
honor to himself and credit to his country—he 
made many very warm friends in England. 

The dread messenger has summoned from 
among a large circle of warm and devoted friends 
one of earth’s noblest gentlemen. 

He has gone to the grave. Need we deplore 
him? 

He has gone to an honorable grave, having 
borne himself nobly and gallantly through his 
whole life. : 

He was the bosom companion and friend of 
that great patriot who sleeps at the Hermitage in 
my own native State. He possessed the confi- 
dence of General Jackson in a greater degree than 
any living man. 

Of Irish descent, he was largely endowed with 
those noble qualities that always adorn the Irish 
heart—venerous and brave. 

He was a reliable man—true to his friends; true 
to his enemies; honorable to both. If I had the 
privilege and the honor of writing his epitaph, I 
would inscribe upon his tomb, ‘* Here lies a true 
man.”? 

He wasa Democrat of the Jackson school. The 
last Congress elected him its public printer, and 
the present House of Representatives acknowl- 
edged their appreciation of his merits in that ca- 
pacity by his reélection by a decided majority. 

He had the confidence of Presidents Jackson, 

| Van Buren, Polk, and Pierce. He never betrayed 
a trust, or proved false toa friend. Asa soldier 
he rendered to his country distinguished services. 
Admirable man! 

General Armstrong was emphatically the body 
guard of General Jackson. 

In the last hours of the old hero’s last days, 
when about to set his house in order for the great 
change common to us all, he addressed a letter to 
General Armstrong, expressing his warm feeling 
of devotion and regard. [In the distribution of 
trophies of honor and fame which gallant States 
and a grateful people tendered him for noble acts 
and chivalrous deeds, he reserved his pistols and 
sword, which he had so often worn and un- 
sheathed in defense of his country’s honor, for 
his brave and tried friend. 

He bequeathed them to the hands of General 
Armstrong. He says in his will: ** As a memento 
of my high regard for General Robert Armstrong 
as a gentleman, patriot, and soldier, as well as for 
his meritorious military services under my com- 
mand during the late British and Indian wars, and 
remembering the gallant bearing of him and his 
gallant little band at Enotochopeo creek, when, 
falling desperately wounded, he called out, ‘ My 
brave fellows, some may fall, but save the can- 
non ’—as a memento of all these things, I giveand 

| bequeath to him my case of pistols and sword, 

worn by me throughout my military career, well 
satisfied that in his hands they will never be dis- 
graced—that they will never be used or drawn 
without occasion, or sheathed but with honor.’’ 
General Armstrong received these emblems of 
_glory and renown, by the request of General 
Jackson, through the hands of Hon. A. O. P. 
Nicholson. 

They were preserved pure and unsullied—thus 
he leaves them. 

*¢ Death lies on bim, like an untimely frost 
On the sweetest flowers of all the field.” 

But, sir, | do not propose to go into the biog- 

raphy of this departed hero—history will record 
| his fame. I only desire to pay an humble tribute 
of respect to a bosom friend. 

Sad is the heart of many warm and devoted 





common one. We raust all pay it—the law is in- 


exorable. 

Few are our days between the cradle and the 
grave. All things are subject to end and decay. 
Man, like all else, falls to the earth—to sprouts, 
trees, and flowers again: 

** How short is human life! the very breath 
Which frames our words accelerates our death.” 

In order that members of this House may have 
an opportunity to attend the funeral ceremonies of 
the deceased, | move that when this Houseadjourns 
it adjourn to meet on Monday next. P 

Mr. EWING. I think there is a peculiar pro- 
priety in the motion which has been made by my 
friend from Tennessee. I know not what prece- 
dents may have been established upon similar 
occasions, if any have occurred; but General 
Armstrong was an officer intimately connected 
with this House, and from this fact, aside from 
his manifold virtues, the forms of mourning should 
be regarded upon the occasion of his death. 

I thank my friend from Tennessee for having 
mace this motion upon his own part, and cheer- 
fully accede to his gratifying request that I should 
second it, and for connecting with it the still more 
gratifying suggestion, that I had the honor to be 
a favorite of the worthy man who has so recently 
been taken from our midst. Lam proud of the 
compliment; and I should have heard it with un- 
mixed pleasure, but for the fact that I feel that to 
stand so well with one whose standard of honor, 
truth, and probity was so exalted is,a compliment 
that | do not deserve. 1 feel almost the shame of 
having practiced an innocent imposition upon his 
generous simpiicity. 

His whole career was one of manly virtue, and 
his many years were full of honor. He had served 
his country with such eminent distinction as to 
have won the proud title earned before by Mar- 
shal Ney—of the ‘*‘ bravest of the brave.’’ And 
he died in a service not less honorable than that 
of the soldier, for in this day ‘* the pen is mightier 
than the sword.’’ But his higher, better, and 
rarer qualities; his generous simplicity of heart, 
his truth and honesty of character, were only ap- 
preciated by those who knew him as a friend. 

But, sir, | will not undertake to pay to hima 
high-sounding eulogy. It would not, i am sure, 
have comported with his own wishes—with his 
own modest character. The tear of sorrow for 


| his death, the kind word of condolence and sym- 


pathy with his friends, is the most appropriate 
tribute we can pay to his memory. | me the 
House will adjourn over, and enable us to unite 
with them in paying the last debt of affection and 
regard to one who deserved it so well. For my 
own part, I shall feel it my duty, at all events, 
as an individual, whether this House adjourns or 
not, to follow in that funeral train with those who 
sincerely mourn the death of this worthy patriot 
and honest man. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I regret that I was not 
apprised beforehand of the appropriate and praise- 
worthy motion of the gentleman from Tennessee. 
It would have afforded me pleasure, if I had been 
aware that this House would be cailed upon to 
commemorate the death of this great, and good, 
and distinguished man, to have said a few words 
in honor of his memory. 

It has already been announced to the House, by 
the gentleman aes Tennessee, that General Rob- 
ert Armstrong was a native of Abingdon, in the 
county of Washington, Virginia, a county which 
I have the honor to represent upon this floor. It 
is needless for me to attempt to enumerate to this 
House, the many virtues, both of the head and of 
the heart, of the distinguished man now deceased. 
His history is recorded in the history of his: coun- 
try. But, sir, if the death of General Armstrong 
will be mourned in Tennessee, his adopted State, 
it will be deplored and mourned as deeply in the 
country of his nativity asin any part of thie broad 
Union. It may well be said of General Arm- 
strong,that he was a man of honesty and of truth; 
a patriot, and a hero. He has gone to “ that 
bourn from whence no traveler returns,”’ but he 


friends on this mournful occasion. The debt is a || leaves behind him a character as pure and spot- 
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less as perhaps any man whe has preceded him in 
the awful solemnities of death. I trust that it will 
meet the approbation of every member of the 
House, to pay this tribute of respect to his mem- 
ory, and to his noble and exalted character. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Cuurcu- 
wELL’s motion, and it was agreed to nem. con. 


THE NEBRASKA BILL. 


Mr. APPLETON. I have the honor to present 
the resolutions of the Legislature of the Common- 
wealth of Massachusetts. I ask that they may be 
read, laid upon the table, and printed. 

The Clerk read the resolutions, as follows: 


Resolved, That we view with apprehension and alarm the 
proposition now pending before the Congress of the United 
States, to repeal a solemn injunction against the introduc 
tion of slavery into territory now free, and which was sa 
credly appropriated to the exclusive occupation of freemen 
by the compromise of 1820. 

Ilesolved, That we hold it as nothing less than a violation 
of plighted faith to annul all that part of the Missouri com 
promise which remains to be fulfilled for the benefit of free 
dom and the free States; while all that part which was 
intended for the benefit of slavery and the slave States is 
rigidly insisted upon, and has been fully executed. 

Resolved, That in behalf of the people of Massachusetts, 
we deplore the introduction of this measure as a proposition 


to disturb that which has already been settled: And that, if 


we are to witness fresh scenes of sectional animosity and 
contention, the authors and supporters of the Nebraska bill 
must forever bear the responsibility, and be answerable for 
all the fearful consequences of so flagrant an act of injus 
tice. 

Resolved, That Wis Excellency the Governor be requested 
to transmit a copy of these resolutions to each of the Sena 
tors and Representatives of Massachusetts in the Congress 
of the United States. 


‘The resolutions were then ordered to lie upon 
the table, and be printed. 


The SPEAKER also laid before the House a 
communication from the Navy Department, trans- 


mitting a reply to the resolution of the House of 


Representatives of the 3d of January last, in ref- 
erence to the steam navy of the United States. 

Mr. MACDONALD. The communication, 
Mr. Speaker, is in answer to resolutions which I 
had the honor to introduce into this body. I have 
examined the manuscript, and find that the reply 
to the fifth interrogatory of the resolutions is gen- 
eral in its character. The inquiry was in relation 
to the constructors and superintendents of our 
steam navy; but it was found to be difficult to give 
a full and detailed answer. In the report of the 
Secretary of the Navy, which has been sent us, 
there 1s a detailed account. It embraces the cor- 
respondence of the Department, and also the pro- 
ceedings of the Navy Board. I felt it my duty to 
make this statement to the House, because on the 
question of printing, which I shall make, the ob- 
oo of the inquiry would not be answered by pub- 
ishing the general answer, and I have no doubt 
that the publication of the detailed statement would 
furnish a useful document, certainly for the De- 
partment and for the country historically, in con- 
nection with cur steam navy. With that sug- 
gestion, | move that the communication be laid 
upon the table, and ordered to be printed. 

The question was taken, and the motion was 
agreed to. 

Mr. CHANDLER. 
now adjourn. 

The question was taken, and the motion was 
agreed to. 

Whereupon the House adjourned, at half past 
three o'clock, to Monday next, at twelve, m. 


I move that the House do 


IN SENATE. 
Saturpay, February 25, 1854. 

Prayer by Rev. Henry Suicer. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
RAILROADSIN INDIANA, ILLINOIS, ANDIOWA. 

Mr. PETTIT asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill granting 
a portion of the public lands to the States of In- 
diana, Illinois, and Iowa, to aid in the construc- 
tion of a railroad in said States; which was read 
twice, and referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 

PETITIONS, ETC. 

Mr. COOPER. Mr. President, I have been 
requested to present the remonstrance of the rep- 
resentative committee of the religious Society of 
Friends, residing in the States of Pennsylvania, 
New Jersey, Delaware, and Maryland, against 
the proposed enactment of a territorial law for the 
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Territory of Nebraska and the admission of sla- 
very therein. [ would state, Mr. President, that, 
as is well known, this class of the citizens of the 
State which I in part represent upon this floor, 
and indeed of all the States of the Union, are not 
that class of people who have ever, on any occa- 
sion, endeavored to do anything which was viola- 
tive of the concord and harmony which should 
exist between the States, but have always been 
governed by the principle of their religious creed 
—forbearance. 

Mr. BADGER. 
tors. 

Mr. COOPER. No, sir, they are not political 
agitators; but they do conscientiously and upright- 
ly believe that the subject on which they remon- 
strate is one calculated to do mischief. 1 say this 
in justice to the gentlemen who have signed this 
remonstrance. I now move that the petition lie 
on the table. 

The mction was agreed to. 


Mr. BRODHEAD presented a large number of 
petitions signed by citizens of Pennsylvania, Del- 
aware, and New Jersey, praying an additional 
appropriation for the completion of the piers on 
the easternmost side of Reedy Island, in the Dela- 
ware river; which were referred to the Committee 
on Commerce. 

Also, three petitions signed by citizens of the 
State of Pennsylvania, remonstrating against the 
passage of the Nebraska bill in its present form; 
which were ordered to lie on the table. 

Also, two memorials signed by citizens of Phil- 
adelphia, praying that the United States Mint, now 
in that city, may not be removed; which were re- 
ferred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. MALLORY presented the petition of 
Thomas P. Kennedy and J. Darling, praying re- 
imbursement for losses occasioned by the burning 
of their store, on Peas Creek, Florida, by the 
Seminole Indians; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. WELLER presented the petition of L. F. 
Frazer, praying Congress to adopt a life boat, of 
which he claims to be the inventor, in the United 
States Navy; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee of Naval Affairs. 


Mr. FESSENDEN presented a petition of cit- 
izens of Hermen, State of Maine, praying that 
slavery may be prohibited in the Territories of the 
United States; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

Also, four petitions of inhabitants of Maine, re- 
monstrating against the abrogation of the Mis- 
souri compromise; which were ordered to lie on 
the table. 


They are not political agita- 


Mr. CASS presented four memorials of citizens 
of New York, praying Congress to enact such 
laws as will best secure religious freedom to Amer- 
ican citizens resident in foreign countries; which 
were referred to the Committee on Foreign Rela- 
tions. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 
On motion by Mr. MALLORY, it was 


Ordered, That the petition and papers in the case of 


George E. McLellan be withdrawn from the files of the 
Senate, and referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 


On motion by Mr. MALLORY, it was 


Ordered, That the petition and papers in the case of Fox- 
hall A. Parker be withdrawn from the files of the Senate, 
and referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

HOUSE BILL REFERRED. 

The bill from the House of Representatives for 
the establishment of a land office in the Lower 
Peninsula of Michigan, was read a first and second 
time by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 


INTERNAL IMPROVEMENTS. 


On the motion of Mr. STUART, the Senate 
proceeded to the consideration of the following 
resolution: 

« Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be, and 
they are hereby, instructed to report to the Senate, at as 
early a day as one can reasonably be prepared, a bill making 
appropriations for the improvement of harbors and rivers.”? 

Mr. HAMLIN. Mr. President, there is buta 
thin Senate this morning, and therefore I should 
much prefer that the consideration of this resolu- 
tion should be postponed until we can have a fuller 
vote upon it. I suggest that it may lie on the 
table until Monday or Tuesday morning. 

Mr. STUART. For myself,I should have no 


BE 


Feb. 
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objection to the postponement suggested by the 
chairman of the Committee on Commerce; but jt 
has been before the Senate for several days, and | 
have been requested by several Senators, again and 
again, to call it up. 

it is known to the Senate that I have been tem. 
porarily occupying the chair for the last few days 
and hence I have been unable to do so. I how. 
ever will now very cheerfully submit to the syo. 
gestion of the chairman of the Committee on Com- 
merce, if it will meet the approbation of the Senate, 
I desire, however, early action on this subject; 
for | regard it as one of the most important that 
will be brought to our attention. t have been 
unable to see any reason for continuing the cus. 
tom—-for it is but a custom—of waiting for a 
bill to come from the House of Representatives 
on this subject. I have long noticed that such 
bills have come here at so late a day that the 
have been very imperfectly considered in the Sen- 
ate; and they have not unfrequently been lost, 
because they have been crowded out by the neces. 
sary consideration of the appropriation bills, | 
confess, sir, that from the inquiries which I have 
made, I see no prospect of a bill reaching us from 
the House of Representatives this session at any 
earlier day than it has heretofore. 

[ may, perhaps, entertain views on this subject 
different from those of other gentlemen; but enter- 
taining those opinions, | have felt it to be my duty 
to call for early action here, and I shall be as glad 
as the Senator from Maine to see a full Senate 
whenever it is considered; not that I regard thisas 
a test question, for it is a mere question of pro- 
priety. lL apprehend that any Senator might vote 
for this resolution, and not be committed to any 
particular course upon the bill that may in conse- 
quence be reported. It is a mere question at this 
time whether the Senate will exercise the functions 
that appropriately belong to it or not. As I said, 
I shall very cheerfully consult what seems to be 
the wish of the Senate in respect to the time of 
considering it, saying, however, to the chairman 

| of the Committee on Commerce, that I shall per- 
sonally be glad to oblige him. 

Mr. CASS. I agree with my colleague on this 
subject. I wish that it may be considered, and 
acted upon fairly. Independent of what my col- 
league has very well stated, as to the time at which 
these appropriations are made, I will add that even 
at the long session they are almost uniformly de- 
layed and carried into July, August, and Septem- 
ber, before they are passed. The consequence is, 
that the business of that year is lost; or if not lost, 
it is done so hastily that it is done badly and ex- 
pensively. 

I can speak upon that subject with the utmost 
confidence. The appropriation should be made 
early, so that all the arrangements connected with 
the expenditures of that season may be made in 
time, in order to have the work go on as soon as 
the season will permit; otherwise your expenses 
are lost. Improvements have been commenced 
under former appropriations, which are intended 
to be permanent, such as those upon the lakes, 
the operations of dredging boats, &c., and they 

| will be lost, utterly lost, and sacrificed as they 
have been once before, unless your appropriations 
fo on. 

Upon this subject I desire to say, speaking for 
my portion of the Union, that I consider these 
appropriations essentially necessary for its pros- 
perity. I havea radical objection to transferring 
this power of improvenient over rivers and har- 
bors to the State authorities. In the first place, | 
believe it would take ages, upon any system of 
tonnage duties which you might adopt, to have it 
done. In the next place, I do not want what I 
consider the legitimate powers of this Govern- 
ment transferred anywhere else. I want them 
strictly executed, but I want them faithfully and 
constitutionally exercised. 

There is no ‘*‘ noise and confusion”? in that. 
That is all plain. I do not mean that I would 
pursue the system to extremes. It has been car- 

_ ried too much to extremes. I am opposed to roads 
and canals; but from the foundation of the Gov- 
ernment, expenditures for harbors, and the mouths 
of rivers, have been made. Such improvements 
have been entered into from the days of Washing- 
ton down to this day. I think myself the power is 

| clear under the Constitution, as clear as any gen- 
| eral power can be. Iam, therefore, most exceed- 
|| ingly anxious that this subject should come before 
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the Senate in such a way that it will act in regard 
to it. : 
Mr. BENJAMIN. [hope the honorable chair- 
man of the Committee on Commerce will not in- 
sist on the postponement of this resolution. I 
moved, the other morning, to take up a bill re- 
ported from the Committee on Commerce, for 
the removal of obstructions at the mouth of the | 
Mississippi river, and the honorable Senator from 
Michigan (Mr. Sruarr] objected to taking it up, 
because it was, as he thought, a pond subject 
for a general bill. Sincethat time | have received 
letters from several merchants of the city of New 
Orleans on this very subject. I will state to the 
Senate, that from the foundation of the Govern- 
ment to the admission of the State of Louisiana 


into the Union, repeated appropriations have been | 


made for the purpose of improving the navigation 
at the mouth of the Mississippi river—a naviga- 
tion which interests not only the State which I 
in part represent, and the whole valley of the 
Mississippi, but particularly the constituency of 


the honorable Senator from Maine, [Mr. Ham- | 


Lin,] and every State upon the Atlantic sea-board. 
Last year $75,000 were expended undera contract 
for opening the mouths of the Mississippi river. 
We have the report of the Secretary of War, 
which establishes the fact that this is the first appro- 
priation ever made by the Government for that im- 
provement which has had any beneficial effect. This 
sum of $75,000, pitiful as it is, has been expended 
with this beneficial result: that for the last twelve 
months there has been a depth of not less than 
eichteen feet of water upon the bar at the mouth 
of the river. But bythe reports of engineers, and 
by the letters from these merchants, | am informed 
that that channel is filling up again; and that un- 
less a further appropriation be made to continue 
the dredging system, which has thus far operated 
with such beneficial effect, we shall again be suf- 
fering the Same evils which the commerce of the 
whole country was suffering at the time when that 
small appropriation was made. It is, therefore,a 
matter of great urgency to the commerce of the 
West that any bill which contains an appropri- 
ation for this particular improvement should be 
reported and acted upon atan early day. I con- 
cur in every word which was uttered by the hon- 
orable Senator from Michigan, [Mr. Cass.] All 
the appropriations that we make will be made in 
vain in relation to works already commenced, if 
we make them at so late a period in the session as 
to allow the works already begun to be destroyed 
or rendered useless. But if we make an early 
appropriation, not only will the sums already ex- 
pended prove beneficial in the past, but will make 
a serviceable basis for future improvements. 

Now it is not, as the Senator from Michigan 
(Mr. Srvart] has suggested, a test question which 
we propose. Weare not discussing the system 
of internal improvements. Any Senator who votes 
for this resolution may, with perfect consistency, 
when the bill is reported by the Cummittee on 
Commerce, vote against any section of the bill, 
against an appropriation for any particular im- 
provement, or against the whole bill. The object 
of the resolution is merely to prepare the way for 
efficient legislation on the subject. Under these 
circumstances, | cannot conceive that it is neces- 
sary that the Senate should be very full. 
the resolution will be adopted this morning. 

Mr. HAMLIN. 
lution proposes no test, and a bill may be reported 
by the Committee on Commerce, against which 
members of that committee and other Senators 
may vote when reported. Thatisall verytrue. It 
is equally true, however, that this resolution does 
propose a radical and thorough change in the pro- 
ceedings of the Senate. It proposes to report the 
appropriation bill to the Senate, and thus to do 
what has before never been done. Before the Sen- 
ate shall take that course, I propose to say a very 
few words, giving my reasons why I think it inju- 
dicious. I could, perhaps, say the little I have 
to say this morning; but there are Senators who 
have intimated to me that they wish to speak upon 
this matter, and I refer to one in particular, the 
Senator from Virginia, [Mr. Mason,] who de- 
sires to be heard upon it. I will, therefore, ask, 
as it proposes a radical change in the mode of 
proceeding in the Senate, that it shall be deferred 
until Tuesday morning next. My friend from 


I hope 


It is very true that the reso- 


Louisiana knows that we have no meeting of our | 
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fore, if the resolution shall pass before W ednes- 
day, it will not be considered before thattime. It 
will, therefore, do equally as well to pass it on 
Tuesday morning as to-day. I therefore hope, 
for those reasons, that it may go over until Tues- 
day morning, when it can be taken up if the Senate 
thinks proper to do so. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. Why not name Monday 
morning? We may not be able to get it acted 
upon on Tuesday. 

Mr. HAMLIN. On Monday morning it is 

uite likely that we shall have a very thin Senate. 

here are serious objections in the minds of some 
Senators to the proposition. They should be 
permitted to be present. I would, therefore, like 
to have Tuesday morning named, so that we may 
have a full Senate. 

Mr. STUART. If I may thus far control the 
resolution, | will move to postpone its considera- 
tion until Tuesday morning. 

The motion to postpone was agreed to. 


THE SAN FRANCISCO. 


Mr. SHIELDS. Mr. President, a joint reso- 
lution for the purpose of manifesting the sense of 
Congress towards the officers and seamen of the 
vessels, and others, engaged in the rescue of the 
officers and soldiers of the Army, the passengers, 
and the officers and crew of the steamer San Fran- 
cisco, from perishing with the wreck of that ves- 
sel, has been reported from a joint committee of 
both Houses. It is intended by the resolution to 
return some acknowledgment to those who aided 
in rescuing the sufferers on board of the San 
Francisco; and being a matter of that character, 
I take it for granted that there will be no opposi- 
tion to the Senate taking it up now. It is one of 
those cases, being an act of generosity and of 
grace, that ought to be promptly acted upon, if 
acted upon atall. I will therefore move that it be 
taken up now for consideration. 

Mr. MALLORY. I will ask the honorable 
Senator from Illinois if he did not understand the 
chairman of the Committee on Naval Affairs, 
{Mr. Gwin,] when he proposed to callup the res- 
olution before, to intimate that whenever the res- 
olution came up he had something to say in regard 
to it? I think it was so understood; and, there- 
fore, I submit to the honorable Senator, as the 
Senator from California is not in his seat, to per- 
mit this resolution to go over for another day at 
least. 

Mr. SHIELDS. The honorable Senator from 
California, who was a member of the committee, 
did net concur in the joint resolution, and did not 
approve of its terms, and asked time, when I re- 
ported the resolution and requested its considera- 
tion, to prepare a report expressing his views upon 
the subject. Heinformed me that he was endeav- 
ing to obtain some information on which he could 
found his report. I had told him that I would call 
it up the first opportunity I had, and | believe he 
will have no objection to have ittakenup. I have 
been waiting day after day for him to present his 
report, until | begin to find that the people think 
we are rather putting off the matter, and trying to 
hush it up. 

The motion was agreed to, and the Senate, as 
in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 
the joint resolution. 

Mr. SLIDELL. I desire to say that I know 
the Senator from California [Mr. Gwin} is de- 
sirous to be present when this resolution is con- 
sidered. He has some information to present 
which he thinks may influence the action of the 
Senate. Under these circumstances, | think it 
should go over. 

Mr. SHIELDS. I have already stated that this 
resolution has been kept waiting for that honora- 
ble Senator from day to day, until I find that the 
people are beginning to think our object is to hush 
itup. I stated to the Senator from California, the 
other day, that it was my intention to call it up as 
soon as possible. Hestated that he had intended 
to make an adverse report; but, upon calling on 
the Department, he had not gotthe facts which he 
expected, on which to base that report. He inti- 
mated that he would make some statements when 
the resolution should be called up. 

Mr. SLIDELL. I will state what I believe to 
be the facts on which the Senator from Califor- 
nia desires to obtain information. It is known 
that very large sums have been raised by volun- 


committee until Wednesday morning; and, there- |! tary contributions for the purpose of rewarding 
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those persons, and the honorable Senator, I believe, 
desires to ascertain what amounts have been con- 
tributed, and how they have been disbursed. Now, 
for my part, | should desire very much to know 
those facts—how much has been received, and 


how much distributed already. The knowledge 
of those facts might influence our action upon the 
resolution, or upon the manner in which it should 
be framed. I prefer, therefore, that it should pasa 
over until Monday; and | submit whether, under 
the circumstances, it would be at all respectful 
towards the Senator from California to consider it 
at this time when he is not in his seat? 

Mr. WELLER. I would ask my friend from 
Illinois to let this question go over until Monday. 
This is only the first or second time, I believe, 
that we have sat, during this session, on Saturday. 
My colleague left the city the other day, not ex- 
pecting, as a matter of course, that this subject 
would be called up to-day. He desires to be heard 
uponit. I would submit, therefore, to the Senator 
from Illinois to let it go over. 

Mr. SHIELDS. Certainly, sir. I am very 
anxious that the resolution should be acted upon 
and passed, but I cannot refuse the request of 
Senators to let itgo over. I will, therefore, move 
its postponement until Monday. Perhaps, how- 
ever, before doing so it may as well be reported to 
the Senate. 

The joint resolution was reported to the Senate, 
without amendment. 

Mr. SHIELDS. I now move that the further 
consideration of the joint resolution be postponed 
until Monday next. 

The motion was agreed to. 

RELATIONS WITH FRANCE AND ENGLAND. 

Mr. CASS. Mr. President, | have observed 
to-day an article in one of the London papers 
which I desire to bring to the attention of the 
Senate—to the attention of the Committee on For- 
eign Relations—especially to the attention of the 
chairman of that committee, [Mr. Mason,] whom 
I am glad to see in his seat. I refer toa speech 
delivered by Lord Clarendon, the British Secre- 
tary of State for Foreign Affairs, from which l 
will read a few lines. It is one of the most ex- 
traordinary declarations that has been made in my 
day. Ido not suppose that itis very rare that 
such projects are concocted and matured among 
European cabinets; but I think it is very rare that 
they are thus publicly avowed. It is not often that 
the information of such a treaty finds its way into 
the public prints in such a manner. What Lord 
Clarendon said, is this; after speaking of the good 
understanding between England and France, coi- 
nected with the Turkish question, he adds: . 

‘© Your lordships will be glad also to hear that the union 
of the two Governments is not confined to the Eastern ques- 
tion, but that the habit of a good understanding between 
them has become general on all matters of policy, and ex- 
tends to all parts of the world; and that on the question of 
policy, there is no part of the world, in either hemisphere, 
with regard to which we are not entirely in accord.”’ 

Now, there is no misunderstanding that state- 
ment. Itis intended to be a notice to us that 
France and England have come to an agreement 
with respect to the schemes of aggrandizement of 
the United States, and mean to stop it. it means 
Cuba. It means any place where we wish to pro- 
cure the acquisition of territory. 

I observed that in the House of Representatives 
—l will not detain the Senate now with reading 
them—some most excellent resolutions have been 
introduced by a member from ‘Tennessee, in every 
word of which I heartily concur; and | hope that 
our Committee on Foreign Relations will examine 
into the matter, and will introduce those resolu- 
tions into the Senate. 

It is useless, Mr. President, for us to tamper 
any longer with these quesfions. It is useless to 
say that we shall not take our place among the 
nations of the world, and to declare, when inter- 
polations are made into the system of the law of 
nations, regulating the Powers of the world, that we 
have no rightto be heard. Yet we are told we 
are humbugged—I cannot call it by any other 
name. I donot mean to express disrespect to any 
one, but the country is humbugged with the im- 

wession that if we declare that a European 
Powerhas no right to interpolate provisions in the 
law of nations, it is an ‘entangling alliance,”’ 
and General Washington and Jefferson are quoted 

in opposition to it. How an entangling alliance 


| is made by the declaration of the American Re- 
| public that the Powers of the earth have no right 
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to interpolate a foreign and tyrannical 
the laws of nations, I cannot see 
dent, we shall have to come to this point. I have 
no doubt that the President and his Cabinet are 
I have no doubt that they will 
and support it with all the 
but they want more than 
that; they want the moral support of the Ameri- 
they want the moral support of 
and that support should be 
The sooner we make 


a P into 
Pp resi- 


well disposed, 
take high ground, 
means in their power; 


can Levislh 
American people; 
given by our declaration. 
it the better. 

Mr. MASON. The paragraph from the speech 
of Lord Clarendon, to which the honorable Senator 
refers, had not escaped my attention. Whether 
it is meant to indicate, at any time, or for any 
any interference with the purposes of 
1 do not know; but itis certainly 
ary to place any probable construction on 
the paragraph, so far as Cuba is concerned, be- 
cause this country has been distinctly informed, 
in a correspondence which took place twelve 
months ago between the two Ministers of France 
and England and our then y of State, 
when the Secretary of State declined the propo- 
sition of the tripartite convention, the two Gov- 
ernments of France and England would consider 
themselves thereby committed the position 
which they occ upied in the correspondence which 
was commenced, and gave notice that whenever 
the occasion arrived, they would be found united, 
so that we have had fair notice. I say, 
‘* forewarned, forearmed 

BELL. How have we profited by that 


ature; 


Lhe 


purpo 1e, 
this Gove rnment, 
unnecess 


Secretar V 
to 


should 
then, 

Mr. 
notice? 

Mr. MASON. We have profited, so far as I 
am informed, b ’y remaining, as we ought re- 
main, silent and quiet. I do not know what sort 
of action the Senator from Michigan proposes on 
the part of the Government, or on the part of the 
Committee on Foreign Relations; but I should 
rather apprehend, in the present state of public 
affairs, this country profoundly at peace, holding 
her usual commercial intercourse with the nations 
abroad, that if a proposition of that kind had 
come from any Senator further South, it would 
have been looked upon as a sort of ** abstrac- 
tion.’? When the case occurs in a tangible form, 
Ll apprehend this Government will be prepared to 
meet it; and I, for one, am prepared to say that 
any interferenc eof any description with the action 
of this Government upon this continent—consid- 
ering South America, and the islands dependent, 
as a part of it—I feel satisfied, from what I know 
of the feelings of the American people, will be 
resisted by the whole powers of the country. But 
at present [ am not aware of any. 

Mr. CASS. TheSenator asks me what I would 
do? Iwilltell him. I would pass just oy res- 
olutions as these, and support them to the last ex- 
tremity. When so many people around us are 
struggling to obtain their liberty, and when liberty 
has nota friend in the world except this single 
country, and declarations are made that set at 
nought the public opinion of the world, we are told 
that we must not counteract them, because it will 
be an abstraction! 

We might as well call the Declaration of Inde- 
vendence an abstraction. Such a measure as this 
is not anabstraction. To foresee a storm isto be 
prepared for it. Declare your principles to the 
world. Let them know what you will do when 
the time comes to do it. Thatis what we should 
do. Weshould take our position, and maintain it. 

President, I will read the resolutions which 


to 


Mr. 
have been introduced into the House; and I repeat, 
that I cordially concur in every word of them: 


** Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 


the United States % America in Congress assembled, That 
ive people of this Union have ever viewed with the deep 

est concern the renewed intervention of Powers in the af 

fairs of countries not embraced within their borders, partic 

ularly when such intervention had avowedly for its object 
the repression of generous political sentiments; and that 
they wili never permit such an occurrence upon this conti- 
nent without physical resistance to it. 

** Resolved, That while the United States of America are 
disposed to observe, in a spirit of good faith, international 
obligations, they desire a similar observance of such obli- 
gations by all the nations of the earth, and that they can 
never behold with indifference the obliteration of inde- 
pendent States by a third power, because of the political 
freedom of such States. 

“ Resolved, That the President be, and he is hereby, r 
quested to cause a copy of these resolutions to be commu- 
nicated to each of the diplomatic agents of foreign nations 
residing near this Government, and also copies thereof to 


be transmitted to diplomatic agents in foreign countries, in || 
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; : T 
order that the sentiment and the purpose of this Republic |! 
may be neither misconceived vor misunderstood in any 
quarter of the globe.’’ 


The honorable Senator from Tennessee, put a 
very searching and touching question Wh it rood 
that notice had done? France and England have 
said what they would do. Have we ever said that 
we w fied? What ecround have we taken? 
I would let them know exactly what we would 
do; that is to say, | would let them know what 
our rights are. What we would do ata particular 
moment will and must depend on the circum- 
stances of the case. But I would teil them what | 
our rights are. 

Mr. MASON. 
their rizhts 
I have as 
for libert 


does 


ere dik 


Ssati 


If a people do not know what 
are, they will not learn them from us. 
much sympathy for those who struggle 
j ad as any man; but if our example 
not stimulate them to attain the same results 
which we have attained, our resolutions will have 
no other effect in the world, | apprehend, but to 
render us ridiculous. 

Mr. BADGER. I wish the honorable Senator 
from Vir would explain, if he pleases, a re- 
mark which he made alittle while a He said, 
that if proposition had come from the S: uth 
it would have been pronounced an ‘abstraction. 

I wish to know from him if 
and unfair as to suppose tha 
sive rightin the South to 
tions? [Laughter.] 

Mr. MASON. Why, Mr. President, the hon- | 
orable Senator has not yet at tained, | apy prehend, 
sufficient age in the councils of the country to in 
aware of the fact that when the South has occa- 
sionally remonstrated against what I consider ag- 
res from the Federal Government—really 
existing, tancibleand palp ible to every sense—they 
have been, in some quarters, denounced as ab- | 
stractions. 

It was in reference to that tl 
When the 
matured years he will 
ange: ] 

Mr. CASS. When you get to bean “Old Fogy, 
probab ily. 

Mr. WELLER. 
before the Senate? 

The PRESIDENT. There is not. 

Mr. BADGER. I wish to ask a question. 
Mr. WELLER. I have seen seve “ wars got- 
ten up on this floor with Great Britain; but I hope | 
we shall settle this Nebraska question before we 
seriously involve this Government in a war with 
any foreign country. Settle our domestic affairs, 
those which belong to our own firesides, an id then 
we may be ready to break a lance with Great 

Britain. 

My distinguished friend from 
never be able to forgive the 
duct in the war of 1812. I haveas strong prejudices, 
perhaps, against that nation as that distinguished 
Senator, but I would meet them elsewhere than 
in the Senate. ‘* Sufficient unto the day is the evil 
thereof.’’ 

Whenever any of these eee 9 al questions come | 
up I am ready to meet them; but I have said, upon 
another occ Pasion, that there isa great deal of time 
lost here in discussing abstract questions; and my 
friend from Michigan will allow me to say, that T | 
know of no one who has entered to a greater ex- 
tent into the discussion of abstractions than he. | 
Whenever he will propose a practical measure | 
the Senate will be ready to meet it. Inthemean 
time, let us proceed to the decision of our own | 
domestic affairs. I therefore call for the order of | 
the day. 
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MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representatives | 
was received by Mr. McKean, their Chief Clerk, | 
announcing that they had passed bills of the fol- | 
lowing titles: 

A bill for the further relief of Albra Tripp; 


A bill for the relief of Jesse R. Faulkner, of 
Missouri; 
A bill for the relief of James Walsh; 
A bill for the relief of William Mayo, of Bel- | 
fast, State of Maine; 
A bill for the relief of James M. Lewis; 
A bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Captain William Davis, late commander of the | 


}} United States transport schooner Eufalia; 


A bill to provide a pension for James K. Welch; 


__ Feb. 27, 


A bill for the ret of Captain E. A.V. Sad. 
lette, of the United States Navy; and 

A bill for the relief of Samuel K. Rayburn. 

Also, that they had passed the following bills 
from the Senate: 

An act granting five years’ half pay to the widow 
of Captain John W. Gunnison; 

An act for the relief of Mrs. Elizabeth C. Sm ith, 
of Missouri; 

An act for the relief of Mary C. Hamilton: 

An act for the relief of Allen G. Johnson; and 

An act for the relief of Adam D. Steuart, pay- 
master of the United States Army. 

Also, that they had agreed to the conference 
asked for by the Senate, on the disagreeing votes 
of the two Houses on the bill for the relief of the 
United States troops who were suflerers by the 
recent disaster to the steamship San Francisco 
and had appointed Mr. W. H. Bissexz, Mr, y. 
R. Cranpier, and Mr. Davip Stuart, as mana- 
gers on their part. 


THE TERRITORY OF NEBRASKA, 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
bill to organize the Territory of Nebraska. 

Mr. BUTLER resumed and concluded the 
speec h which he commenced yesterd: Ly. 

Mr. BROWN next obtained the floor, and fol- 
lowed, in support of the bill. 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, next addressed the Sen- 
ate in favor of the bill. 

[See Appendix for these speeches. ] 

Mr. ( ‘ASS obtained the floor. 

Mr. SUMNER. Before the Senate adjourns, | 
desire to correct an error of fact into which the 
Senator from South Carolina [Mr. Butier] fell 
as he closed his remarks. He quoted a passage 
from a work describing the condition of infant 
negro slaves in Massachusetts; and to my inquiry 
as to the period it referred to, his reply was, a 
period subsequent to the act of emancipation in 
that State. I thought, at the moment, that he 
was under a misapprehension. - He has kindly 
placed in my hand the authority which he read; 
and, on examination, I find that he was mistaken, 
and that the statement referred to the period of 
slavery in Massachusetts. The statement is offen- 
sive in its character; but it is associated simply 
with the period of slav ery, and not with any pe- 
riod subsequent to its abolition, which, in pointof 
fact, was accomplished by the constitution adopt- 
ed in 1780. I make this explanation, not by 

way of apology for the circumstance mentioned, 
but merely that it may be understood, and be 
placed to the account of slavery. 

The further consideration of the subject 
postponed until Monday. 

The Senate then adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Monpay, February 27, 1854. 
Prayer by Rev. Henry Siicer. 
TheJournal of Saturday was read and approved. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 

Mr. SEWARD presented six petitions, signed 
by five hundred and sixty-one citizens of Mon- 
roe county, State of New York, praying that one 
hundred and sixty acres of land may be granted 
to the officers and soldiers who served in the war 
of 1812; which were referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 

Also, the proceedings of a meeting of citizens 
of Orleans county, held at Albion, ‘New Y ork, 
remonstrating against the passage of the Nebraska 
bill; which were ordered to lie on the table. 

Alao, twenty-two memorials of citizens of Onta- 
rio county, New York, remonstrating against any 
infringement of the Missouri compromise; which 
were ordered to lie on the table. 

Also, the following petitions remonstrating 
against any violation of the Missouri compromise; 
which were ordered to lie on the table: 

Petition of electors of Tioga county, New York; 

Petition of citizens of Le Roy, New York; 
and 

Petition of citizens of Allegan, Michigan. 

Mr. DODGE, of lowa, presented a petition of 
citizens of the State of Iowa, praying Congress to 
grant to said State the reservation and buildings 
commonly known as Fort Atkinson, in the county 
of Winneshiek, for educational purposes; which 

| was referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Also, a petition of citizens of the State of lowa, 
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\ubuque via West Union, Auburn, and Old Mis- | ship God freely and openly; also, to build churches 
ion, to Decorah; which was referred to the Com- || and chapels; and also, to buy land wherein to in- 
sittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. ter their dead, according to forms and ceremo- 
Mr. BENJAMIN presented the petition of Sam- |, monies deemed appropriate by their friends; which 
uel J. Peters, praying to be allowed for certain || was referred to the Committee on Foreign Rela- 
spurious money received by him while collector |) tions. 

of customs at the port of New Orleans; which was Mr. THOMSON, of New Jersey, presented a 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. petition of citizens of Pennsylvania, Delaware, 

Also, resolutions of the Senate and House of || and New Jersey, praying a further appropriation 
Representatives of the State of Louisiana, instruct- || for the completion of the piers at Reedy Island 
ing their Senators and Representatives in Congress || in the Delaware; which was referred to the Com- 
to use their utmost exertions to procure the pas- || mittee on Commerce. 
save by Congress of several bills now pending, 
having for their object a grant of lands by the Gen- 
eral Government to the Vicksburg, Shreveport, 
and ‘l'exas Railroad; the New Orleans, Jackson, 
and Great Northern Railroad; and the New Or- 
leans, Opelousas, and Great Western Railroad 
Company; which were read, and ardered to be 
yrinted. 

Mr. HAMLIN presented two petitions of 
American citizens who were detained as prisoners 
of war in Dartmoor, and other English prisons, 
during the last war with Great Britain, praying 
pensions; which were referred to the Committee 
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praying the establishment of a post road from | States, resident abroad, may be permitted to wor- 
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zens of Montgomery county, Pennsylvania re- 
monstrating against the passage of the Nebraska 
bill as a breach of faith, calculated to shake the 
confidence of the people in the permanency of their 
political system; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

Mr. THOMSON, of New Jersey, presented two 
petitions of citizens of New Jersey, remonstrating 
against any infringement of the Missouri compro- 
mise; which were ordered to lie on the table. 

Also, the petition of Alexander M. Cunyning, 
of New Jersey, praying for the pass: a tay 
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bill in its present form; which were ordered to lie 
on tne table: 


and justice; which was referred to the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads. 
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Mr. WELLER presented a petition of citizens 


Two petitions of citizens of New Ham, shire; of Pennsylvania, SSInOS strating against the ratl- 
T'wo petitions of citizens of Massachusetts; and | {tion of any treaty by which it is proposed to 
Petition of citizens of Ohio. establish an international copyright between the 
Mr. SMITH presented two memorials, numer- United ates and —— Britain; which was or- 
ously signed by citizens of Whitneyville, Connec- dered to lie on the tavle. Z : 
ticut, remonstvating against the renewal of the } _Mr. FISH presented a petition of cit zens of 
atent of Samuel Colt for improvements in fire- New York, remonstrating against any infringe- 


arms: which were referred to the Committee on || ment of the Missouri compromise; which was or- 
Patents and the Patent Office. | dered to lie on the table. : 5 
Iso, a memorial of citizens of Philadelphia, re- | Mr. WADE presented four petitions of citizens 
monstrating against the removal of the United || of uyahoga Falls, Ohio, FOMCBMTAINE Agee 
States Mint, now in that city; which was referred the enactment of the bill to organize the erritory 
to the Committee on Finance. of Nebraska in its present form; which were or- 
Also, a memorial signed by Henry Alling and dered to lie on the table. Ba : 
one hundred and one other citizens of New Brit- || . Mr. MASON presented renorations 4 the Le- 
ain, Connecticut, remonstrating against the pas- gislature of Virginia, relative to the claims ot the 
sage of the Nebraska bill in its present form; which || Officers of the Virginia line of the Continental 
was ordered to lie on the table. establishment; relative to the satisfaction of out- 
Mr. EVERETT presented a memorial of one | standing Virginia military land warrants; and rel- 
hundred and fifty clergymen of Worcester county, || tive to an extension ol the bounty land laws; 
Massachusetts, remoustrating against any in- which were read, and ordered to lie on the table, 


fringement of the Missouri compromise; which and be printed. : ~— 
was ordered to lie on the table. Mr. CHASE presented the following petitions, 
Mr. COOPER presented the memorial of McCal- || 8&@!nst the aes of the a reap bill in its 
mont, Geaves & Co., praying that certain duties | eae form; which were ordered to lie on the 
imposed on goods imported by them into the port ae ' ow ' ; € the Ohi 
» eae . . arit ctor ne oY > 
of Vera Cruz, during the late war with Mexico, w ar 0 U e at members of the Ohio 
ow — ad: which non dh’ wlan wT &. a ashington niversily; 
naa >. 0 aga Hind FRCNT TEEN He See Petition of Jacob he and others, citizens 
‘ Z e als ° ‘ j ‘ 1 is St; . ‘ . tioc ) an? 
Mr. FISH presented a petition of inhabitants of \ olumbiana, vi arroll countie e, | hio; 
of New York, praying the enactment of laws for Petition of Andrew Robb and one hundred and 
New » praying th vetmer aw’ De eee es . 
the protection of emigrants arriving in the ports of |, Six citizens of New Richmond, Clermont county, 
the United States; which was referred to the se- Ohio; a 7. 
lect committee appointed to examine into the sub- || . Petition of Benjamin E. Parker and others, cit- 
ject. || izens of Huron county, Ohio; 
Also, a memorial of citizens of West Troy, Petition of George Gage and others, citizens of 
New York, praying that measures may be taken Harrison oT aaa 
3 3 ¢ t f 2 : 
to secure religious freedom to American citizens Petition of Nathan Sook and one hundred and 
resident abroad; which was referred to the Com- || ne citizens of Ohio; 
mittee on Foreien Relations Petition of Benjamin Clendenon and two hun- 
Also, a memorial of the representatives of the dred and twenty-six citizens of Ohio; 
r r , } . > ' ‘ » hell ; : ; 
New York Yearly Meeting of Friends, remon- - Petition of Angus Camp! = and numerous citi- 
. . ¢ . . . . + al ing et , ° 
strating against any infringement of the Missouri |; 2€S of Mahoning « ounty r | hilo; 
compromise; which was ordered to lie on the table. Petition of Jacob Messer and numerous citizens 
Mr. ‘TOUCEY presented a memorial of citizens || Of Holmes county, Ohio; : 
of Hartford and its vieintty, Connecticut, praying Petition of M. Frazier and citizens of Holmes 
that measures may be taken to secure religious |, County, Ohio; 
liberty to American citizens abroad: which was Petition of Hlugh Newton and one hundred and 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. ten citizens of Wayne county, Ohio; 
Mr. CHASE presented the memorial of Thomas | Petition of R. Safford and numerous citizens of 
Hazen, of Ottawa county, Ohio, praying indem- |, Muskingum county, Ohio; and 
nity for losses sustained in the last war with Great Petition of L. P. Mathews and others, citizens 
Britain; which was referred to the Committee of || of Whitefield, Ohio. 

Claims. as } Also, the following petitions against the pas- 
Also, the petition of Joseph H. Riley and others, || sage of the Nebraska bill, and praying the aboli- 
citizens of Ohio, remonstrating against the pass- || tion of slavery in the District of Columbia; which 
age of a treaty for the reciprocal! interchange of || were ordered to lie on the table: 
copyright; which was ordered to lie on the table. Petition of L. P. Sloan and other citizens of 

1 3 *.s : ; E 
Also, the petition of James Boyd Austin and || Hamilton county, Ohio; 
others, citizens of Clermont county, Ohio, pray- | Petition of Q@. F. Atkins and seven other aged 
ing Congress to introduce such clauses into treaties || citizens of Cuyahoga county, whose aggregate of 
, -. Die cena - a 4 = : 
with foreign Powers, that citizens of the United |) years amounted to five hundred and ninety-six; 
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Petition of Clarkson Burgess and other citizens 
of Morgan county, Ohio; 

Petition of John Patton and other citizens of 
Morgan county, Ohio; 

Petition of James S. McCutchen and three hun- 
dred and forty citizens of Washington county, 
Pennsylvania; 

Petition of Joseph S. Buchanan and other citi- 
zens of West Alexander, Pennsylvania; 

Petition of James Loven and numerous citizens 
of Indiana: 































Petition of Thomas C. Noble and other citizens 
of Indiana; 

Petition of H. S. Scate and other citizens of 
Indiana; 

Petition of B. Webber and numerous citizens 
of Allen county, Indiana; 

Petition of Lucien Farnham and one hundred 
and six other citizens of Illinois: 

Petition of W. D. Johnson and numerous citi- 
zens of Fulton county, [llinois; and 

Petition of Garret Anderson and two hundred 
and eight citizens of Illinois. 

Also, the following petitions, praying the repeal 
of the fugitive slave law and the abolition of 
slavery in the District of Columbia; which were 
ordered to lie on the table: 

Petition of E. G. Dudley and numerous citi- 
zens of Noble county, Ohio; 


Petition of Isanc Pierce and other citizens (male 


and female) of Stark county, Ohio; 


eid aa 






Petition of A. McKinney and other citizens of 


New Concord, Muskingum county, Ohio; and 


Petition of John Bishop and numerous other 


i fr Leadbeater 












































citizens of Indiana 
Also, the following petitions, praying the abo- 4 
lition of slavery in the District of Ce lumbia; eo 


which were or lere d to lhe on the table: 

Petition of A. McKinney and other citizens of 
New Concord, Muskingum county, Ohio; 

Petition of Robert Hilles and eighty-nine citi- + 
zens of Stark county, Ohio; and 

Petition of John P. Hale, and citizens of New 
York county, New York. 

Also, a petition of numerous citizens of the 
United States, praying the abolition of slavery in 
the District of Columbia and remonstrating against 
the coast-wise slave trade, the inter-State slave 
trade, and against slavery in the new Territories; 
which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Also, a petition of citizens of the city of New 
York, praying the enactment of a law to prohibit 
the sale of slaves for debts due the United States; 
which was ordered to lie on the table. 

NOTICES OF BILLS. 

Mr. WALKER gave notice of his intention to 
ask leave to introduce a bill for the relief of Syl- 
vester Pettibone. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK gave notice of his inten- 
tion to introduce a bill granting public lands in aid 
of the construction of a railroad from Beard’s 
Bluff, on the Tennessee river, in Alabama, to Nas- 
keta, Mississippi, via Tuscaloosa, Northport, and 
Gainesville, in Alabama. 

REPORT FROM COMMITTEE. 

Mr. FOOT. The Committee on Pensions have 
instructed me to ask that they may be discharged 
from the further consideration of the petitions of 
Mary A. M. Jones, Commodore Thomas Ap 
Catesby Jones, and Captain Hiram B. Sawyer. 
I will say that the committee are not prepared to 


grant the prayer of these petitions; but at the 
same time they do not wish to prejudice the claiins ' 


of the petitioners by an adverse report, but are of 


opinion that, if provision be m ide for their relief, 
it should be by modifications of existing general 
laws. They therefore have instructed me to 
move that they be discharged from their further 
consideration. 

The motion was agreed to. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 


On motion by Mr. DOUGLAS, it was 

Ordered, That the petition of the executors of Heury 
Eckford, deceased, be withdrawn from the files of the Hen 
ate, and referred to the Committee of Clainis. 


On motion by Mr. PEARCE, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of Obed Hussey be withdrawn 
from the files of the Senate and referred to the Committee 
on Patents and the Patent Office. 


|| On motion by Mr. RUSK, it was 

| Ordered, That the petition of Almanz Hluston be with 
1i drawn from the files of the Senate, and referred to the 
\| Committee on the Post Office and Post Koads. 
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On motion by Mr. COOPER, it was 

Ordered, That the petition of Michael Hanson be with- 
drawn from the files of the Senate, and referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 


On motion by Mr. HUNTER, it was 
Ordered, That the petition of Mrs. Mary A. M. Jones be 
withdrawn from the files of the Senate. 


RAILROAD GRANT TO LOUISIANA. 


Mr. BENJAMIN. I desire to call the attention 
of the Senate to the fact that Senate bill No. 8, 
granting to the State of Louisiana the right of 
way and a donation of public land for the pur- 
pose of locating and constructing a railroad from 
Shreveport to the Mississippi river was under 
discussion a few days ago, and was postponed 
until last Monday. It went over in favor of the 
order of the day, the Nebraska bill. 1 now ask 
the unanimous consent of the Senate to take it up 
with a view to its passage. The Senator from 
Delaware, [Mr. Bayarp,]| I understand, is willing 
to withdraw his proposed amendment to this par- 
ticular bill, which he had printed for the informa- 
tion of the Senate. If the bill be passed to-day, 
it can be reached in its regular order in the other 
House; otherwise it cannot be reached. I move 
that the bill be taken up for consideration. 

The motion was agreed to, and the Senate, as 
in Committee of the Whole, resumed the consid- 
eration of the bill. 

The PRESIDENT. This bill has been re- 
ported from the Committee on Public Lands with 
an amendment in the form of a substitute. 

Mr. RUSK. As I see the Senator from Delaware 

Mr. Bayarp] is not in his seat, it is proper 

should say that I spoke to him in reference to 
this bill, stating to him the circumstances under 
which it appeared before us; that though there 
isa grant of land for the road, there has been a 
large amount of capital stock paid in. I mentioned 
to him the circumstances, and he said it was im- 
material to him whether he offered the amendment 
to this bill or to any other bill. For the purpose 
of allowing this bill to go on and seek its chance 
in the House of Representatives, his amendment is 
not offered to it. It was only submitted informally, 
as intendedto be offered and submitted for the ac- 
tion of the Senate. 

The amendment of the committee was agreed to; 
the bill was reported to the Senate as amended; 
the amendment was concurred in, and the bill was 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, and 
being read a third time, was passed. 


RAILROAD GRANT TO WISCONSIN. 


On the motion of Mr. DODGE, of Wisconsin, 


the Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, re- 
sumed the consideration of the bill granting to the 
State of Wisconsin land to aid in the construction 
of a railroad from Madison to the Mississippi 
river, which had been reported from the Commit- 
tee on Public Lands, with an amendment. 

Mr. GWIN. Lhope the reading of the bill will 
be dispensed with. he substitute reported from 
the committee is of the same form as those which 
have been acted upon. 

By unanimous consent, the reading was dis- 
pensed with. 

The amendment was agreed to; the bill was 
reported to the Senate as amended; the amend- 
ment was concurred in, the bill was ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading, and was read a third 
time and passed. 


GRANTS TO LOUISIANA AND MISSISSIPPI. 


On the motion of Mr. BROWN, the Senate, as in 
Committee of the Whole, proceeded to the consid- 
eration of the bill making a grant of land to the 
States of Louisiana and Mississippi to aid in the 
construction of certain railroads in said States, 
which had been reported from the Committee on 
Public Lands. 

By unanimous consent, the reading of the bill 
was dispensed with. 

The bili was reported to the Senate, was ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading; and was read 
a third time, and passed. 


GRANT OF LAND TO IOWA. 

On the motion of Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, the 
Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, resumed 
the consideration of the bill making a grant of 
land to the State of Iowa, in alternate sections, to 
aid in the construction of certain railroads in said 
State, which had been reported from the Commit- 
tee on Public Lands with an amendment. 
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By unanimous consent, the reading of the bill 
was dispensed with. 

The amendment was agreed to; the bil] was re- 
ported to the Senate as amended; the amendment 
was concurred in; the bill was engrossed fora third 
reading; and being read a third time, was passed. 


GRANT OF LAND TO ALABAMA, 

Mr. FOOT. While these railroad bills are being 
taken into consideration, | have one which I desire 
shall receive the action of the Senate. It is bill 
No. 2u5, ** making a grant of land to the State of 
Alabama, in alternate sections, to aid in the con- 
struction of a railroad from the line of Georgia, 
on the Chatahoochie river, to the city of Mobile.” 
I move that the Senate proceed to its consideration. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. I wish to make a sugges- 
tion on this subject. I understood the Senator 
from Texas [Mr. Rusk] to say, that the honorable 
Senator from Delaware, (Mr. Bayarp,] who has 
an amendment to propose to these bills, and some 
objections to offer to their passage, waived his 
amendment and objection only with reference to 
the Louisiana bill. If that is the fact, we are 
wrong in passing these bills without hearing the 
objections of the Senator from Delaware, and his 
proposed amendment. I do not wish to interpose 
any objections to these bills myself. I made my 
speech against them at the last Congress; but I 
think it is right, under the circumstances, that the 
Senator from Delaware should be heard. 

Mr. GWIN. It is very well known to the Sen- 
ate that the amendment of the Senator from Del- 
aware will not meet the approval of a majority of 
this body. We have had a test question on that 
point at the last Congress and at the present Con- 
gress. I will state to the honorable Senator from 
Pennsylvania that some members of this body 
occupy a peculiar position with regard to these 
railroad bills. Weshall be looked uponas having, 
in some measure, neglected the interests of our 
constituents, inasmuch as several bills of this 
character have been passed, and ours have not 
been acted upon at all. We have postponed the 


consideration of these bills for two weeks already 


to hear the Senator from Delaware. I am _ per- 
fectly confident, that, with all the acknowledged 
ability of the honorable Senator from Delaware, 
he cannot change a single vote in reference to 
these measures; and | do hope that those of us 
who have sat by and aided our colleagues in get- 
ting their own bills passed for their States, will 
have an opportunity this morning to get ours 
through. There will be plenty left behind for 
testing the amendment of the Senator from Dela- 
ware. 


The PRESIDENT. The question is on pass- | 


ing by the previous orders and proceeding to the 
consideration of the bill mentioned by the Senator 


from Vermont, makinga grant of land to the State | 


of Alabama, in alternate sections, to aid in the con- 


| struction of a railroad from the line of Georgia, on 


the Chattahoochie river, to the city of Mobile. 
The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. FOOT. This bill is in the same form as 
the other railroad bills which have been passed at 
this session. The Senator from Alabama, how- 


ever, desires to propose a slight amendment, to | 


which there is no objection. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. I move to amend the 
bill by inserting the words ‘* for the construction 
of said road within said State,’’so as to confine 
the grant of lands to that portion of the road within 
the State of Alabama. 

The amendment was agreed to; the bill was re- 
ported to the Senate as amended; the amendment 
was concurred in, and the bill was ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading, was read a third 
time, and passed. 


ALABAMA AND TENNESSEE RAILROAD 


Mr. CLAY. I ask the indulgence of the Sen- 
ate to take up at this time the bill granting to the 
State of Alabama public lands, in alternate sections, 
to aid in the construction of the Alabama and 
Tennessee railroad, from Selma, on the Alabama 
river, to the Tennessee river, at or near Gunter’s 
Landing; and also, the Memphis and Charleston 
railroad, from Memphis, on the Mississippi, to 
some point connecting with the Nashville, Chat- 
tanooga, and Charleston railroad. I will state to 
the Senate that this bill has twice passed this body, 
but has been lost in the other House. It has been | 


| reported back by the Committee on Public Lands | 


Feb. 27, 


in the same form in which it was introduced; and 
is, substantially, if not in word and letter, the 
very bill which has already been twice passed by 
the Senate. 

The motion was agreed to, and the Senate pro- 
ceeded to consider the bill as in Committee of the 
Whole. No amendment being proposed, it was 
reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading, was read a 
third time, and passed. 


RAILROADS IN CALIFORNIA. 


On motion by Mr. GWIN, the Senate, as in 
Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 
the bill making a grant of land to the State of 
California to aid in the construction of railroads 
from San Francisco to San José ; Benicia to Ma- 
rysville; Sacramento City, via Auburn, to Nevada 
City,and Stockton to Sonora, which had been re- 
ported from the Committee on Public Lands, with 
an amendment, asa substitute, in the usual form. 

Mr.GWIN. Theamendment is the usual form 
of the bills which have been passed at this session, 
and there is no necessity for reading it. 

The reading of the amendment was dispensed 
with. ‘ 

The amendment was agreed to, and the bil} 
was reported to the Senate as amended; and the 
amendment was concurred in; the bill was ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading; was read a 
third time,and passed. 


RAILROADS IN FLORIDA. 

Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. President, the Senator 
from Florida [Mr. Maxrory,] has been called 
home by sickness in his family. Before he left, 
he requested me to call up a bill which had been 
introduced by him, and reported from the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands, giving a right of way 
and granting alternate sections of certain public 
lands to the State of Florida, to further the con- 
struction of certain railroads therein specified. In 
accordance with his request, | now move that the 
Senate take up that bill. It has been reported 


from the Committee ‘on Public Lands, with an 
amendment or substitute in the usual form. I 
wish to move some further amendments, by di- 
rection of the committee, and to ask for the pas- 


sage of the bill. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate pro- 
ceeded to consider the bill as in Committee of the 
Whole. 

Mr. JOHNSON. I move to amend the amend- 
ment of the committee by striking out in the first 
section of the substitute the words ‘* on the St. 
John’s river,’’ and also to strike out ‘* Appalachi- 
cola’’ and insert ** St. Andrew’s bay,”’ and insert 
also, after the words ‘* Tampa bay’’ the words 
‘‘and from Pensacola on a point between the 
boundary line of Florida and Alabama;”’ so that 
the grant shall be, ‘‘ for the purpose of aiding in 
the construction of a railroad from Pensacola, in 
the said State, to Jacksonville, or some point near 
thereto, with branches to the waters of the Gulf 
of Mexico, one of which shall terminate at St. 
Andrew’s bay, and one at Tampa bay, and from 
Pensacola ona point between the boundary line of 
Florida and Alabama.’ ”’’ &c. 

The amendments were agreed to; the amend- 
ment of the committee as amended was agreed to; 
and the bill was reported to the Senate as amended; 
the amendments were concurred in, and the bill 
was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, 
was read a third time, and passed. 


RAILROADS IN ARKANSAS. 

On motion by Mr. JOHNSON, the Senate pro- 
ceeded, asin Committee of the Whole, to consider 
the bill granting the right of way and making a 
grant of land to the State of Arkansas, to aid in 
the construction of a railroad from a point on the 
Mississippi, in the region of Gaines’s Landing, via 
Camden, to the Texas boundary, néar Fulton, 
in Arkansas, which had been reported from the 
Committee on Public Lands with an amendment, 
as a substitute, in the usual form. 

The amendment was agreed to; the bill was re- 
ported to the Senate as amended; the amendment 
was concurred in; the bill was ordered to be en- 
grossed for a third reading; was read athird time, 
and passed. 

INDIGENT INSANE. 

Mr. DAWSON. I perceive that the gentlemen 
from the new States are in very fine temper after 
having got their railroad bills through. I never 
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saw them with more smiling faces in all my life. 
In this state of things, I will now move, with the 
consent of my friend from Vermont, that we take 
up and pass the bill for the benefit of the indigent 
insane of the old States, and of the new States— 
the bill usually known as Miss Dix’s bill. 

Mr. JOHNSON. I will unite with the gentle- 
man in going for the bill myself, though | know 
some gentlemen from the new States think it ought 
not to be passed. 

Several Sewators. Let us take it up. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. If the bill leads to debate, I 
must object to its interfering with the order of the 


ay. 

Mr. GWIN. I will state to the Senator from 
Georgia, that! havea slight amendment to propose 
to the bill; but Iam willing to allow it to be brought 
up to-morrow morning, and put upon its passage. 
In five minutes the hour for the consideration of 
the special order will have arrived, and [ do not 
think we can pass this bill in thattime. I shall be 
ready to propose my amendment to-morrow morn- 
ing, and the bill can then be passed at once. 

Mr. DAWSON. AII I wish is to have a little 
mixture of humanity with these appropriations for 
railroads. Let us have the mixture now. This is 
the time. 

Several Senators. Now; now. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate re- 
sumed, as in Committee of the Whole, the con- 
sideration of the bill making a grant of public 
lands to the several States and Territories of the 
Union for the benefit of indigent insane persons. 

The bill is designed to grant to the several States 
and Territories ten millions of acres of land, to be 
apportioned under the direction of the President 
of the United States, in the compound ratio of the 
geographical area and representation of the States 
in the House of Representatives, with a provision, 
however, that no State shall be computed at more 
than fifty thousand square miles. ‘The land, after 
being surveyed, is to be apportioned to the States 
and Territories in sections or sub-divisions of the 
sections; but to those States in which there are 
no public lands of the value of $1 25 an acre, land 
scrip is to be issued to the amount of their dis- 
tributive shares in acres, which is to be sold by 
the States, and the proceeds thereof applied to 
the objects proposed by this bill. No State to 
which land scrip may be thus issued is to be 
allowed to locate it within the limits of any other 
State or of any organized Territory; but their as- 
signees may locate it upon any of the unappro- 
priated lands of the United States subject to pri- 
vate entry. 

The expenses of management and superintend- 
ence of lands previous to their sale, and all ex- 
penses incurred in the management and disburse- 
ment of the moneys which they may produce, 
are to be paid by the States to which they may 
belong, out of the treasury of each State, so that 
the entire proceeds of the sale of the Iinds shall be 
applied to the purposes for which they are given 
The money derived from the sales of the lands, 
and of land scrip, is to be invested in stocks of the 
United States, or of the States, or of some other 
safe stocks, yielding not less than five per centum 
upon the par value; and the moneys so invested 
are to constitute a perpetual fund, and the interest 
is to be inviolably appropriated to the comfortable 
maintenance and support of the curable and incur- 
able indigent insane. If any portion of the fund 
invested, or of the interest, shall be diminished, it 
is to bereplaced by the State or Territory to which 
it belongs. The bill provides how the insane are 
to be disposed in organized institutions, and pro- 
hibits the use of the fund, or the interest thereof, 
for the erection, preservation, or repair of any 
building for the reception or security of insane 
persons, or the purchase of any site or lands, for 
which the States must make provision. State 


legislatior is, therefore, indispensable to accept the 


— proposed, and to carry out the objects of this 
ill. 

The Committee on Public Lands, to whom the 
bill was referred, reported it back with an entire 
substitute. The committee add to the proviso of 
the first section, which prescribes the area of a 
State at fifty thousand square miles, the provision 
that the representation of a State shall not be com- 
puted at less than six members. The second 
section they so change as to confine the donation 
of land and scrip to States, excluding Territories. 


States shall not dispose of any portion of the scrip 
for less than one dollar per acre; and they are re- 

quired to make annual returns to the Secretary of 

the Interior of the amount of scrip sold, and the 

value received for it. The committee strike out 

that portion of the original bill which prohibits the 

use of the fund, or the interest, for the purchase, 

erection, or preservation of buildings, or for sites 

or grounds. 

The PRESIDENT. The pending question is 
on the amendment submitted by the Senator from 
Indiana, [Mr. Perrit,} on the 9th instant, when 
the bill was under consideration, to insert the fol- 
lowing: 

** Provided, That all the grants of land provided for by this 
act shall be confined to such States as have public lands in 
them equal to the amount hereby granted to such State.”’ 

Mr. WELLER. Iam very sorry to be com- 
pelled to interpose any objection to this bill. I 
am in favor of the general principles incorporated 
into it; but I cannot vote for it just as it stands. 
It will be necessary, in my judgment, to amend it; 
otherwise, injustice will be done to some of the 
new States of the Union, and particularly to the 
one which I in partrepresent. [| move, therefore, 
that the further consideration of the bill be post- 
poned until to-morrow. 

The motion was not agreed to. 

Mr. WELLER. I shall have to ask for the 
reading of the bill. 

Mr. DAWSON. Of course; we do not object 
to having our bills read. 

Mr. HUNTER. The hour of one o’clock is 
at hand. 1 hope we shall go on with the special 
order. It will be a useless waste of time to read 
the bill now, for it is obvious that it cannot be 
acted upon this morning. 

Mr. DAWSON. It will take but a few min- 
utes. 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. I wish to say to the 
Senator from Vermont, who reported this bill, 
that I know the Senator from California suggests 
his amendment in no factious spirit, and with no 
view to defeat the bill, but simply in order to do an 
act of justice to his State. For one, I pledge my- 
self to help the Senator from Vermont to get up 
his bill to-morrow morning. 

Mr. DAWSON. If that is the object, of course 
I shall not object to the postponement. 

Mr. FOOT. I am not responsible for the bill 
being called up this morning. I was desirous of 
calling it up for consideration at an appropriate 
time; but as we had reached so near the hour of 
one o’clock, I did not consider it proper to call it 
up this morning, and therefore I have no objection 
to letting it go over until to-morrow morning. 

Mr. DAWSON. I have no objection, under the 
circumstances, to the postponement. 

The further consideration of the bill was post- 
poned until to-morrow. 


RESCUERS OF THE SAN FRANCISCO. 


Mr. GWIN. I have prepared a minority re- 
port on the part of the minority of the Select Com- 
mittee appointed on the part of the two Houses, 
to report a suitable form of testimonial for the 
rescuers of the passengers and crew of the steam- 
si San Francisco. I ask that it may be printed. 

Mr. SHIELDS. I promised the other day to 
call up, this morning, the joint resolution, report- 
ed by the majority of the committee; and as the 


| honorable Senator from California was in his seat 


to-day, it was my intention to call it up; but as 
the hour for the consideration of the special order 
has arrived, 1 will defer the motion until to-mor- 
row morning. Then, I suppose, the Senator from 
California will be ready to allow us to dispose of 
the matter finally. 

Mr. GWIN. I shall be ready. 

The motion to print the minority report was 
agreed to. 


TRANSPORTATION TO THE PACIFIC. 


Mr. RUSK offered the following resolution; 
which was considered by unanimous consent, and 


agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he 
is hereby, directed to inform the Senate what amount has 
been paid for the transportation of troops, supplies, and 
munitions for the land and naval forces on the Pucific 
ocean; also, what has been paid for the transportation of 
the mails, including the transportation by sea and across 
the Isthmus, for way agents, agents at Chagres and Panama, 

| and what amount, if any, has been paid to the contractor 


on the line by way of Vera Cruz and Acapulco, for the last /' 


By a new section the committee provide that the |! three years, designating the amounts for each year. 
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HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 

The following bills from the House of Repre- 
sentatives were severally read a first and second 
time by their titles, and referred to the following 
committees, as annexed: 

A bill for the further relief of Albra Tripp—to 
the Committee on Pensions. 

A bill for the relief of Jesse R. Faulkner, of 
Missouri—to the Committee on Pensions. 

A bill for the relief of James Walsh—to the 
Committee on Pensions. 

A bill for the relief of William Mayo, of the 
State of Maine—to the Committee on Pensions. 

A bill for the relief of James M. Lewis—to the 
Committee on Pensions. 

A bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Captain William Davis, late commander of the 
United States transport schooner Eufalia—to the 
Committee of Claims. 

A bill to provide a pension for James K. Welch 
—to the Committee on Pensions. 

A bill for the relief of Captain E. A. V. Lava- 
lette, of the United States Navy—to the Commit- 
tee on Foreign Relations. . 

A bill for the relief of Samuel K. Rayburn—to 
the Committee of Claims. 

SIGNING OF ENROLLED BILLS. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
was received by Mr. McKean, its Chief Clerk, 
announcing that the Speaker had signed the fol- 
lowing enrolled bills and joint resolution: 

An act for the relief of John O. Mears; 

Joint resolution authorizing a supplemental 
contract for certain marble for the Capitol exten- 
sion; 

An act for the extension of the preémption 
privilege in the State of California; 

An act granting five years’ half pay to the widow 
of Captain John W. Gunnison; 

An act for the relief of Mrs. Elizabeth C. 
Smith, of Missouri; 

An act for the relief of Mary C. Hamilton; 

An act for the relief of Allen G. Johnson; and 

An act for the relief of Adam D. Steuart, pay- 
master of the United States Army. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore then signed the 
above-named bills. 

TERRITORY OF NEBRASKA. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
bill to organize the Territory of Nebraska. 

Mr. CHASE. I desire to lay upon the table 
informally an amendment which I intend to pro- 
pose to this bill. I ask that it be printed. 

The motion to print was agreed to. 

Mr. CASS, who was entitled to the floor, ad- 
dressed the Senate at length on the question of 
the powers of the General Government over the 
subject of slavery in the Territories. [His speech 
will be found in the Appendix. ] 

Mr. COOPER next addressed the Senate on the 
same subject. [His speech will be found in the 
Appendix.] 

Mr. BRODHEAD. Mr. President, as I made 
a speech nearly six years ago in favor of the prin- 
ciples of this bill, and discussed at some length 
the questions which have been brought to the 
notice of the Senate during this debate, I had 
determined to give a silent vote; but as I cannot 
concur in the positions taken by my honorable 
colleague, [Mr. Cooper,] or in the views advanced 
by him, it may seem obligatory, and I feel it to 
be so, on me to make a brief reply. I regret the 
circumstance. I regret to be obliged to differ from 
my honorable and respected colleague on this sub- 
ject. I entertained the hope that there would be 
one Whig north of Mason & Dixon’s line—and 
that that W hig would be my honorablecolleague-— 
who would unite on this question with his south- 
ern Whig brethren, and not join the sectional 
party which is now getting upin the country; but, 
sir, | have been somewhat disappointed; and, as 
I find myself obliged to differ from him, I must 
ask the favor of the Senate to give me a brief 
hearing in the morning in reply. I therefore move 

that the Senate do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to, and the Senate ad- 
journed. 
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PUBLIC PRINTER. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. I rise to a privileged 
question, It is known to this body that the pub- 
lic printer of the House of Representatives has 
died. According to my view of the law author- 
izing the election of a public printer for the Llouse 
of Representatives, I conceive that office to be now 
vacant. I therefore offer the following resolution: 


Resolwed, That this House will, on to. morrow, at two 
o'clock, p. m., proceed to the election of a public printer 
for the House of Representatives, to serve during the re 
mainder Of the present Congress, in place of Robert Ann 
strong, deceased. 


*) 


Mr. DEAN. I move to amend by substituting 
Monday next for to-morrow. 

Mr. FLORENCE. What is to become of our 
printing inthemean time? Let us proceed to the 
election of a public printer to-morrow; the sooner 
the better. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I would suggest to the 
gentleman from Indiana that he make the election 
for a public printercome up at once. There is no 
use in appointing a time in the future for that pur- 

one, 

Mr. DEAN. I believe that I have the floor. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Understanding that the 
gentlemen want a caucus over the matter I with- 
draw my suggestion. 

Mr. DEAN. The object in fixing Monday next 
as the time for the election is because on to-mor- 
row the homestead bill will be up. It has been 
already under discussion, and on last Thursday 
there was an endeavor to go into the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, in order 
to close the five-minutes debate. I am of the 
opinion that the homestead bill should be first con- 
sidered and disposed of. ‘There need be no haste 
about this matter of the public printing. Monday 
next is as soon as the House ought to be called on 
to vote for a public printer. ‘This is a matter about 
which there can be no discussion, and—— 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. Before the gen- 
tleman calls for the previous question, | would like 
to suggest that the election of the public printer 
ought not to be postponed until next Monday, for 
the reason that in the mean time there will be no 
authority conferred on anybody to execute the 
printing of the House which will necessarily occur 
during the present week. The printing of bills 
and reports, which are constantly presented, and 
which are required by the laws to be returned to 
the House the next day after they have been or- 
dered to be printed, cannot be executed, because 
there is no power with anybody to execute them. 

Mr. DEAN. During the last Congress, for 
nearly a whole session we were without a public 
printer; and I can see no necessity for any par- 
ticular haste in this matternow. I think the mem- 
bers of the House ought to have time to consider 
this matter; and that we oughtto understand, also, 
who we are to elect, and whether any new tests 
are to be imposed upon us by these candidates be- 
fore we elect one. I call the previous question. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Will the gentle- 
man withdraw his call for a moment? I will re- 
new it. 

Mr. DEAN. Fora moment. 

Mr. JONES. I merely wish to say that I do 
not agree with my friend who has introduced the 
resolution. I do not consider that the position of 
the public printer is an office of this House, or of 
the Government, but that it is a contract to do 
certain work. 

But, sir, if it is the determination of the House 
to consider it as an office, and that it is now 
vacant; or that it is in such a position, whether 
under a contract or office, as now requires the 
action of this House, I think that we should go 
into this election on to-morrow, at furthest. To 
test the sense of the House whether I am right in 
the estimation of the House or not, I will first, in 
compliance with the promise I made to the gentle- 
man from New York, [Mr. Dean,] move the pre- 
vious question, and then I move to lay the resolu- 
tion upon the table. 

Mr. DEAN. I ask the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee {Mr. Jones) to withdraw the motion for 
a moment, that | may modify my motion so as 
to provide that the election shall take place on 
Wednesday next, instead of Monday. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. I trust the gentleman 
will withdraw it. 


Mr. JONES. I withdraw it. 


Mr. DEAN. 1 now modify my motion by in- || 
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|| serting ** Wednesday ’’ in the place of ** Mon- 
‘day.”’ 





j I move the previous question. 

Mr. DAVIS. I believe I had the floor, Mr. 
Speaker, after the gentleman from Tennessee {[ Mr. 
Jones] withdrew his motion. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair recognized the 
gentleman from New York, [Mr. Dean,] and he 
modified his motion, as the Chair holds he has a 
right to do. 

Mr. DAVIS. Then I appeal to the gentleman 
from New York to withdraw his call for the pre- 
vious question fora moment. 

Mr. DEAN. I will, if the gentleman will re- 
new it. 

Mr. DAVIS. 1 will do so. I was remarking 
that I differed with my friend from Tennessee, 
{Mr. Jones,] in reference to the view he takes of 
the character of this law. The act which author- 
izes the election of public printer, and which was 
passed during the firstsession of the last Congress, 
is in these words: 

‘“* Beit enacted, §c., That there shal! be elected a pub- 
lic printer for each House to do the public 
printing for the Congress for which he or they may be 
chosen; and such printing for the Executive Departments 
and bureaus of the Government of the United States as may 
be delivered to him or them to be printed by the Superin- 


tendent of the public printing. The following rates, &c., 
shall be ‘ allowed,’ ” &e. 


of Congress, 


That, as I take it, creates an office, and the 
printer elected under itis an officer of this House. 
Hie is not required to give any bond for the per- 
formance of the duties of the office, it is true, but 
that does not change the principle involved. Sir, 
he is just as much an officer of the House as the 
Clerk is, or as the Speaker of the House of Rep- 
resentatives himself is. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I would ask 
the gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. Davis,] when 
this law 
whether it was not intended to be something more 
than a mere contract; whether it did not involve 
the idea of trust and confidence, of personal fitness 
and qualifications? I contend that it was not to be 
assignable, and that the benefits of it would not 
descend to the heirs. 

Mr. DAVIS. Certainly. 

Mr. WASHBURN. I ask whether that was 
not the argument used in favor of that law? 

Mr. DAVIS. I do not remember what were 
the arguments used in reference to this matter; I 
desire nothing further than the act itself to con- 
vince me that the public printer js as much an offi- 
cer of this Houseas your Clerk, Sergeant-at-Arms, 
Postmaster, or the Speaker. We did not elect the 
printing establishment as the public printer. We 
elected an individual as such officer: and the law 
provides that the public printing shall be presented 
to and be done by that person, and not by the 
establishment, not by the ‘‘ Union ”’ office. When 
that individual ceases to live the office expires 
with him, and cannot descend, by any fair and 
liberal construction of the law, to his heirs, exec- 
utors, or administrators. I will not detain the 
House with arguments in reference to this ques- 
tion, for it seems to me to be soclear and palpable 
a matter that ‘* he who runs may read.’’ In com- 
pliance with my promise to the gentleman fm 
New York, [Mr. Dean,] I renew the demand for 
the previous question. 

TheSPEAKER. The resolution offered by the 
gentleman from Indiana (Mr. Davis] proposes to 
go into the election of a public printer to-morrow, 
at two o’clock. The gentleman from New York 
[Mr. Dean] moves to strike out the words ‘* to- 
morrow,’’ and insert the words ‘* Wednesday 
next.’? The gentleman from Indiana [Mr. Davis] 
demands the previous question. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Will the gentleman 
from Indiana withdraw the demand for the previ- 
ous question for a moment? I should like to make 
a brief explanation in regard to this matter. 

Mr. DAVIS. I do not like to withdraw it. 

Mr. JONES. As the gentleman does not with- 
draw the demand for the previous question, I 
move to lay the resolution upon the table. 

Mr. WALKER. Upon that motion I demand 
the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The question was then taken upon Mr. Jongs’s 
motion; and it was decided in the negative. 


So the House refused to lay the resolution upon 
the table. 


OBE 


was passed creating a public printer, 





Feb, 27, 
division being had, there were—ayes 76, noes not 
counted. 

Mr. WASHDBURNE, of Illinois, demanded 
tellers, which were ordered; and Messrs. Hamm 
Ton and CamMpBELL were appointed. 

The question was taken, and the telle 

jues us ’ rs reported 
—ayes 77, noes 45. 

The previous question having received a second, 
the main question was then ordered to be put. 

‘The question being first upon the amendment 
to strike out ‘* to-morrow”’ and insert ** Wedneg- 
day next’’ was put, and, upon a division, 52 rove 
in the affirmative. 

Mr. WALSH. I demand tellers upon the 
adoption of the amendment. 

nA 

Teliers were ordered; and Messrs. Cuvurcy- 
wetLand CAMPBELL were appointed. 

Mr. CUTTING. Is it in order to take the 
question first upon striking out and then upon in- 
serting? 

The SPEAKER. It is not. Under parlia- 
mentary law the question would be divisible, but 
by an express rule of the House the motion to 
strike out and insert is indivisible. 

The question was again put; and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes 72, noes 68. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. [ call for the yeas 
and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was then put; and it was decided 
in the affirmative—yeas 96, nays 86; as follows: 

| YEAS—Messrs. Appleton, Ball, Bell, Bennett, Benson, 

sreckinridge, Bugg, Campbell, Carpenter, Caruthers, Chris- 
man, Cook, Corwin, Craige, Crocker, Cullom, Cutting, 
Thomas Davis, Dean, Dick, Drum, Dunbar, Eastman, 
Edgerton, Edmands, English, Etheridge, Ewing, Farley, 
Fenton, Flagler, Giddings, Goodrich, Green, Grey, Har 
rison, Haven, Hiester, Hughes, Hunt, Daniel T. Jones, 
Kerr, Kittredge, Kuox, Lamb, Latham, Lindley, Linds- 
lev, McCulloch, MeMullin, Macy, Matteson, Maurice, 
Middieswarth, John G. Miller, Morrison, Nichols, Noble, 
Norton, Pennington, Phillips, Pratt, Preston, Puryear, Da- 
vid Ritchie, Rowe, Ruffin, Russell, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, 
Seymour, Shaw, Shower, Simmons, Gerrit Smith, George 
W. Smyth, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, 
Stratton, Straub, Andrew Stuart, John L. Taylor, Thurs- 
ton, Tracy, Trout, Upham, Wade, Walsh, Elihu B. Wash- 
burne, Israel Washburn, John Wentworth, Tappan Went- 
worth, Westbrook, Yates, and Zolhcotier—96. 

NAYS—Messrs. James C. Allen, Ashe, Thomas H. Bayly, 
Banks, Barksdale, Barry, Belcher, Bissell, Bocock, Boyce, 
Bridges, Caskie, Chamberlain, Chandler, Chastain, Church- 
well,Clark, Clingman, Cobb, Cox, Curtis, John G. Davis, 
Dawson, Dent, Dowdell, Edmundson, Ellison, Faulkner, 
Florence, Fuller, Gamble, Greenwood, Grow, Hamilton, 
Wiley P. Harris, Hastings, Hendricks, Henn, Hibbard, Hill, 
Ingersoll, Johnson, George W. Jones, Roland Jones, Keitt, 
Kurtz, Lane, Letcher, Lilly, Macdonald, McDougall, Me- 
Nair, Maxwell, Mayall, Smith Miller, Millson, Olds, An- 
drew Oliver, Orr, Packer, Peck, Peckham, Bishop Perkins, 
Jolin Perkins, Pheips, Ready, Reese, Richardson, Riddle, 
Thomas Ritchey, Robbins, Seward, Skelton, Samuel A, 
Smith, William R. Smith, Hestor L. Stevens, Tweed, Vail, 
Nansant, Walbridge, Walker, Warren, Wells, Witte, 
Daniel B. Wright, and Hendrick B. Wright—86. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 


The question was then taken on the resolution 
as amended, and it was adopted. 

Mr. DEAN. I move to reconsider the vote by 
which the resolution was adopted, and to lay the 
motion to reconsider upon the table. 

The question was put on the latter motion, and 
it was agreed to. 

Mr. DAWSON. I move that the rules be sus- 
pended, and that the House resolve itself into 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, for the purpose of taking up the special 
order. 

STEAM FRIGATE BILL. 

Mr. BOCOCK. I appeal to the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania to withdraw his motion, to 
enable me to make a motion, with a view to bring 
before this House, at an early day, the bill to au- 
thorize the construction of six steam frigates. 
Will the gentleman do it? 

Mr. DAWSON. I withdraw my motion for 
that purpose. ; 

Mr. BOCOCK. I wish to make a motion in 
relation to this subject, and I am perfectly willing 
to consult the temper and wishes of the House as 
to the particular motion that I shall submit. __ 

I suppose that almost every member of this 
House, if not every one, is perfectly satisfied, as 
every member of the Senate was satisfied, that 
there is a propriety in the passage of this bill, and 
its immediate passage. If I was certain that that 
was the temper of the whole House, the motion 
that I would make would be to suspend the rules, 
for the purpose of taking up the Senate bill, with 


Upon the demand for the previous question, a || a pledge on my part, that if no one else wished to 








27, 


8 not 


inded 
AMIL- 


Orted 
ond, 
t. 
ment 
Ineg- 
rose 


the 


RCH- 


re. 


yeas 


ided 
v8: 





yly, 
yee, 
rch- 
Vis, 
ner 

ton, 
ill, 
Pitt, 
Me- 


is, 
dle, 
| A. 
ail, 
tle, 


ion 


by 


he 
nd 
18- 
ito 


he 
ial 


An 


or 


in 


oa 


ig 








1854. 


discuss it | would not, but would move the pre- 
vious question, and bring the House to a vote 
upon it. s 
Cries of ** Agreed!” and * Try it!’’] 
Mr. BOCOCK. As that seems to be the wish 
of the House, I move to suspend the rules to take 
up the Senate bill, with a pledge on my part, that 
when the bill istaken up, if I can obtain the floor, 
] will immedi vtely move the previous question, so 
as to cut off debate and bring the House to a vote 
n the passage of the bill. 
Mr. CAMPBELL. We want to discuss the 


up 
bill. m i d . 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The bill would 
have to go to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 

Mr. BOCOCK. I suppose the House under- 
stands that there is a rule making it necessary 
that every bill which involves an appropriation 
shall go to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union? Unless some such motion as 
this is made and carried, when the Senate bill is 
reported, it must, under that rule, go to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. WALSH. Well, letit go there. 

Mr. BOCOCK. It will go to the foot of the 
Calendar, and will be reached late in the dog-days, 
if re ached at all. 

The SPEAKER. 
abie. L mess ; 

Vr. CAMPBELL. If it is debated on one side, 
we want to be heard upon the other. I move to 
lay the resolation on the table. 

The SPEAKER. It is nota resolution, but a 
motion. 

Mr. WALSH. [I call for the yeas and nays on 
the motion of the gentleman from Virginia. 

Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio. I wish to inquire of 
the eentleman from Virginia what day he proposes 
to set apart for the consideration of this bill? 

The SPEAKER The proposition is not de- 
batable. 

Mr. TAYLOR. I shall have to vote against 
the centleman’s motion, unless I know what day 
or days he proposes to set apart. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. He intends to put the bill 
upon its passage now. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
tion before the House? 

The SPEAKER. It is on the motion to take 
up the Senate bill authorizing the construction of 
six steam frigates. 

Mr. JONES. Does the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia propose to bring the Senate bill in here, and 
put it on its passage under the operation of the 

yrevious question ? 

Mr. CAMPBELL. That is the proposition. 

Mr. JONES. Lhope such a departure from all 
rules will not be allowed. 

The SPEAKER. Debateis notin order. The 
gentleman from Virginia moves to suspend the 
rules to take up and dispose of a bill of the follow- 
Ing title: 

An act to authorize the construction of six steam 
frigates, and for other purposes. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was then taken on the motion to 
suspend the rules; and it was decided in the 
affirmative—yeas 127, nays 60; as follows: 

: Y EAS—Meesrs. Aiken, James C. Allen, Appleton, Ashe, 
Thomas H. Bayly, Banks, Barksdale, Barry, Belcher, Ben- 
son, Bocock, Breckinridge, sugz, Carpenter,Caskie,Cham- 
beriain, Chandler, Chastain, Chrisman, Churehwell, Cling- 
man, Colquitt, Cook, Corwin, Cox, Crocker, Cullom, Cut- 
ting, Dawson, Dean, De Witt, Dick, Disney, Dowdell, 
Drum, Dunbar, Edmands, Edmundson, Elliott, Ellison, 
Etheridge, | Ewing, Farley, Waulkner, Florence, Fuller, 
Ganble, Goodrich, Green, Gree nwood, Grey, Wiley P. 
Harris, H irrison, Hastings, Hibbard, Hiester, Hill, Hughes, 
Hunt, Ingersoll, Johnson, J. Glaney Jones, Keitt, Kurtz, 
Lamb, Latham, Letcher, Lilly, Lindley, McCulloch, Mac- 
donald, McDougall, McNair, Macy, Maxwell, Mayall. Mid 
dieswarth, Smith Miller, Millson, Morrison, Noble, Mor 
decai Oliver, Peck, Bishop Perkins, John Perkins, Phelps, 
Phillips, Powell, Pratt, Puryear, Reese, Richardson, Riddle. 
David Ritchie, tobbins, Ruffin, tussell, Sabin, Seymour, 
Shaw, Shower, Singleton, Skelton, Samuel A Smith, Wil- 
liam R. Smith, Sollers, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. 
Stanton, Straub, John L. Taylor, Thurston, Trout, Tweed 
Upham, Vail, Vansant, Walbridge, Walker,Ellibu B. Wash- 
burne Israel Washburn, John Wentworth, Tappan Went- 
worth, Westbrook, Witte, Daniel B. Wright, Hendrick B. 
Wright, and Zollicoffer—127. 

NAYS— Messrs. Ball, Bell, Bennett, Boyce, Bridges, 
Campbell, Caruthers, Clark, Cobb, Craige, John G. Davis, 
Thomas Davis, Dent, Eastman, Edgerton, English, Fenton, 
Flagler, Giddings, Grow, Hamilton, Haven, Hendricks, 
Henn, Daniel r. Jones, George W. Jones, Roland Jones, 
Kittredge, Knox, Lane, Lindsley, McMullin, McQueen, 
Matteson, Maurice, John G. Miller, Nichols, Norton, Olds, 


The motion is not debat- 


W hat is the ques- 
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Andrew Oliver, Orr, Packer, Peckham, Preston, Ready, 
Thomas Ritchey, Rowe, Sage, Sapp, Seward, Simmons, 
Gerrit Smith, George W. Sinyth, Hestor L. Stevens, Strat 
ton, Tracy, Wade, Walsh, Wells, and Yates—60, 

So the rules were suspended. 

The bill was then taken up, and read a first and 
second time by its ttle. 

The bill was then read through. 

Mr. BOCOCK. The motion which | submit- 
ted a few minutes ago, and which has been just 
voted on by the House, was understood by my- 
self, and almost every other person with whom | 
have conversed, as a motion to suspend that rule 
which requires that this bill shall first go to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union to be considered. I wish to know what 
the ruling of the Chair is on that point? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair rules that, as the 
mouon was understood and put by him, it was to 
suspend the rules for the purpose of taking the 
bill up. 

Mr. BOCOCK. My object was to have the 
bill first considered in the House. The rule of 
the House is, that a bill of this sort shall be first 
considered in the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. My motion was to consider 
it first he 
rule, of course the motion was to suspend that 
rule. 


re, and that being incompatible with that 
The sense of the House has been tested, 
and, if necessary, | move to suspend the rule 
which requires that a bill containing an appropri 
ation shall be first considered in the Committee cf 
the Whole on the state of the Union. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair 
scarcely regular to move that the rule be suspended 
which requires a bill to go to the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union to be first 


considers it 


considered, at the very moment that the motion ts 
submitted to suspend the rules, in order to take it 
up. Perhaps both motions ought to be embodied 
in aresolution. The Chair is of the opinion that 
it would not be recular to couple both the motions 
as proposed by the gentleman from Virginia. 
The Chair rules that the bill must be first consid- 
ered in the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union. 

Mr. BOCOCK. I move to suspend the rule 
which requires that the bill shall be first cons:id- 
ered in the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union. 

Mr. HAMILTON. 
nays. 

Mr. HENN. Isit in order to move to refer 
the bill to the Committee on Naval Affairs? It 
contains an appropriation of three millions of dol- 
lars, and should be considered by some committee. 

The SPEAKER lt is not in order pending 
the motion to suspend the rules, otherwise it 
would be in order. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. If it is in order, I 
wish to inguire of the gentleman from Virginia, 
[Mr. Bocock,]} what is the estimated cost of these 
six steamers? 

The SPEAKER. It is not in order. The Chair 
must arrest everything like a discussion upona 
motion to suspend the rules. 

Mr. BOCOCK. I hope the Chair will allow 
me to answer that question. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman can do so 
only by the unanimous consent of the House. 

{ Cries of **No!’? && No!’’] 

The SPEAKER. Gentlemen insist upon an 
enforcement of the rule. 

Mr. JONES. Will it be in order to move to 
suspend the rules, to ailow the gentleman to an- 
swer that question? 

The SPEAKER. It will not. After one order 
or motion to suspend the rules has been disposed 


I demand the yeas and 


of, it will be in order to submit another, but both 
cannot be pending at the same time. 

The question was then taken; and it was de- 
cided in the negative—yeas 98, nays 80; as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS—Messrs. James C. Allen, Appleton, 
Thomas H. Bayly, Banks, Barksdale, Belcher, 
Bissell, Rocock, Breckinridge, Bugg, Carpenter, Caskie, 
Chamberlain, Chandler, Chrisman, Churchwell, Clingman, 
Colquitt, Cook, Corwin, Cox, Crocker, Dean, De Witt, 
Dick, Dowdell, Dunbar, Edmands, Edmundson, Ethe- 
ridge, Farley, Faulkner, Florence, Fuller, Goodrich, 
Green, Grey, Wiley P. Harris, Harrison, Hastings, Hib- 
bard, Hiester, Hill, Hughes, Hunt, Ingersoll, Kurtz, Lamb, 
Latham, Macdonald, McDougall, McNair, Macy, Max 


Ashe, 


Rey r 
son 
sf on, 


well, Middieswarth. Millson, Noble, Packer, Pennington, 


|| Bishop Perkins, John Perkins, Phelps, Powell, Pratt, 
'| Puryear, Richardson, Riddle, David Ritchie, Robbins, 
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Ruffin, Russell, Sabin, Seymour, Shaw, Shower, Single 
ten, Skelton, Samue! A. Smith, William R. Smith, Sel 


' 


lers, Frederick P. Stanton, Straub, Jobu L. Taylor, Thurs 


ton, Trout, Tweed, Upham, Vail, Vansant, Walker, israel 
Washburn, Tappan Wentworth, Westbrook, Daniel B. 


Wright, Hendrick B. Wright, and Zollicefter—98 

NAYS Messrs. Ball, Barry, Bennett, Boyee, Bridges, 
Campbell, Caruthers, Clark, Cobb, Cfaige, Cutting, John 
G. Davis, Thomas Davis, Dawson, Dent, Disney, Eastman, 
Edgerton, Elliot, Ellison, Everhart, Ewing, Fenton, Flag 


ler Gambie, Giddings, Grow, Hamilton, Haven, Hendricks, 
Henn, Johnson, Daniel T. Jones, George W. Jones, J. 


Glaney J , Roland Jones, Keitt, Kittredge, Knox, Lane, 
Letcher, I vy, Lindley, Lindsley, MeCulloch, John Me 
Queen, Matteson, Maurice, Meacham, John G. Miller, 
Sinith Miller, Morrison, Nichols, Norton, Olds, Andrew 
Oliver, Orr, Peek, Peckham, Ready, Reese, Thomas 
Ritchey, Rowe, Sage, Sapp, Seward, G« nt Smith, Georga 
W. Smyth, Richard H. Stanton, Andrew Stuart, Tracey, 
Wade, Walbridge, Walsh, Warren, Ellihu B. W ashburne, 


Wells, John Wentworth, Witte, and Yates—8d, 


So the motion was not agreed to, two thirds not 


voting in favor thereof. 


Mr. BOCOCK. This motion having been lost, 
I take it for granted that this bill goes, as a matier 


of course, to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union? 
The SPEAKER. 
on Naval Affairs. 
Mr. BOCOCK. I would state here that this 
bill is precisely the one which was considered and 


It may go to the Committee 


reported to the House by the Committeeon Naval 
\ffairs some time ag 


vO A ventieman from thie 
Senate ¢ ypred the bill which we had reported, and 


submitted it to the Sen ile, al di it passed that bo ly 





verbatim, as we have reported it. It passed the 
Senate unanimously. Under these circumstance 
it Is NOt important that it should ro again to the 
Committee upon Naval Affairs | therefore now 
move that it be referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the U1 on, and 2 mad 
tne special order for Lo-! rrow weet 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee | would say to the 
gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Bocock,] that to- 
morrow week and the two ceeding days have 
been set apart for the consideration of local Terri- 





torial business. 


Mr. BOCOCK,. Then I! move that it be made 


the special order for next Thursday week 

Mr. JONES. That is one of the special order 
days already set apart. ‘They 
Wednesdays, and Thursdays. 

Mr. BOCOCK. Then I would make it to-mor- 
row two weeks. 

Mr. HAVEN. I desire to say one word before 
that question is put. I hope the House will cor 


sider this matter for a moment, before they make 


are ‘luesdays, 


another speci ul order by which they wil 


selves up, nobody knows for how great a length 
We have been here three 
months, and notan appropri! 


ie themi- 
of time here ufter. 
ition Dill of any con- 
sequence ha een p issed yet. "The new deficiency 
bill is still untouched. 
will so far consider this matter before it makes 
another special order, as to determine whether it 
cannot transact its bi 


| hope the House, at least, 


siness quite as W ell by the 
free exercise of its judgment when questions arise 


as by tying up its hands in advance, and declar- 





ing in advance that it has not« onfidence; that here- 
after, and when the question arises, it will be able 
to act properly. 
Mr. BOCOCK. 
permitted to make those remarks, | hope i may 
be permitted to reply to them. l want to know 


what the gentleman means by his remarks in ref- 





As the gentleman has been 


erence to this House tving up its hands? If he 
means by it that the House ties up its hands 
when a particular measure comes UU} before ane- 


other matter, I say that the very rules of this Llouse 


Are we not obliged to con sider 
We must have bust- 


tie up its hands. 
some things before othe 
ness come up in some order, and how doea the 
fact of making this bill the special order for a 
particular day tie up the louse any more than 
anything else? 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman fron 
Virginia submit his proposition in writing, or state 
itagain? Does the gentleman mean to make the 
bill the special order for to-morrow two weeXs, 
and to continue from day to day until disposed 
Is it the purpose of the ventleman to give the ma 
ter one day or more? 

Mr. BOCOCK. I will include two days, to- 
morrow week and the next day. 

Mr. HAMILTON. Lask fora division of the 
question. 


The SPEAKER. 


The first question is, then, 
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upon the motion to refer the bill to the Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Does it not re- 
quire atwo-third vote to make it a special order? 

The SPEAKER. It does. 

Mr. LILLY. If this bill goes to the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, without 
making ita special order, will it not be in the 

rower of that committee to take it up at any time? 

The SPEAKER. It is in the power of the 
committee to take up any bill upon the Calendar. 
The question is now upon the motion to refer to 
the Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. ORR. 1 see, in looking at the Calendar, 
that the bill reported by the Committee on Naval 
Affairs stands the fifth upon the docket in the 
Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. FLORENCE. Did I understand the 
Speaker to say that a majority of the House is 
competent to consider a bill referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole at any time? 

The SPEAKER. 

Mr. FLORENCE. Is it nowin order to move 
to proceed (to consider bills upon the Calendar ? 

The SPEAKER. 
would not be in order. 

Mr. FLORENCE. Would it be in to 
move to go into the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Urion to consider that bill upon 
the Calendar? The gentleman from South Caro- 
lina (Mr. Onn] referred to the fact that more than 
two months ago, the Committee on Naval Affairs 
reported a bill, in substance, precisely what this 
billis. That bill is upon the Calendar, and referred 
to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, and | ask whether it be in order now to 
move that the House resolve itself into the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
with special reference to the consideration of that 
bill? 

The SPEAKER. The motion would not be 
in order. It would bein order to go into the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
but there isalready a privileged question before the 
House. The Chair decides that the bill must go 
to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, and there being no motion to refer it to any 
one of the standing committees of the House, the 
Chair orders the bill to be referred tothe Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the state of Union, without 
a vote. The question arises upon making the bill 
the special order for to-morrow and the next day 
two weeks, 

Mr. FLORENCE. Will the Chair allow mea 
single word upon this matter? I do not desire to 
trouble the Horse— 

{Cries of **Order!’’ * Order !’’] 

The SPEAKER. The question is not debat- 
able. 

Mr. FLORENCE. Ido not desire to debate 
the question at all. [| merely wish to make an 
inquiry, and not to makea speech. But to ascer- 
tain how to pursue that course under the rules 
of the House, as will best attain the purpose | 
have in view, to secure the immediate passage of 
this bill, if possible to do so to-day. The press- 
ing importance of it, in my judgment, is very 
great. Appearances and advices from abroad in- 
dicate a protracted European Continental war of 
the most sanguinary character, and, in that event, 
it is the duty of the Government to afford protec- 
tion to vessels of our commercial marine, sailing 
under the flag of our country; besides, to prevent 
spoliations apon our commerce with the world, 
and, generally, to insure safety to our citizens and 
flag everywhere. The resources of the Ameri- 
can Navy are not, at present, sufficiently large for 
that purpose. The loss by revenue from customs 
alone, will, in all probability, in a few years, 
more than pay the cost of building and equipping 
the six steamers provided for in this bill, indepen- 
dently of the loss of property and life which may 
occur, if adequate means of protection is not 
speedily afforded to prevent it. Prudence, econ- 
omy, and duty, all prompt speedy action; and it 
is in obedience to the universal sentiment pervad- 
ing the hearts of the great masses of the Ameri- 
can people. i hope this House will act promptly 
and properly upon this important subject. 

The SPEAKER. The question now pending 
is the motion made by the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia, [Mr. Bococx,] to suspend the rules so as 
to make the bill under consideration the special 
order for to-morrow and the next day two weeks. | 


The Chair did so decide. 


Not being in committee, it 


order 
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Mr. JONES, of New York. Upon that motion 
-I call for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

Mr. WALSH demanded tellers; which were 
ordered; and Messrs. Vai. and CamprseLi were 
appointed, 

The question was then taken; and there were— 
ayes 9], noes 48. 

Mr. FLORENCE. 1 demand the yeas and 
nays upon the motion to suspend the rules. 

The SPEAKER. The yeas and nays were 
demanded and refused upon this proposition. 

So (two thirds not having voted in the affirma- 
tive) the rules were not suspended. 


PAYMENT OF EXPENSES IN NEW MEXICO. 


Mr. GALLEGOS (Mr. Puetps acting as in- 


terpreter) offered the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be re- 
quested to inquire into the expediency and propriety of pro 
vision being made for the payment of the compensation due 
ty the civil officers employed in the Territory of New Mex- 
ico, while it was under military government, and of re 
funding to that Territory the sum paid said officers from its 
treasury, a8 a part of said compensation, ac cording to the 
report of the Secretary of War to Congress, contained in 
the Senate Executive Document, No. 71, parts l and 2, 
‘Thirty Second Congress, first session. 


Mr. LETCHER. I ask whether this is a res- 
olution of inquiry, or whether it proposes definite 
action: 

Mr. PHELPS. 
inquiry. 

The resolution was then considered and agreed 
to. 


It is merely a resolution of 


ENROLLED BILLS. 

Mr. GREEN, from the Committee on Enrolled 
Bills, reported, as correctly enrolled, bills of the 
following titles; which received the signature of 
the Speaker: 

An act for the relief of Mary C. Hamilton; 

An act granting five years’ half pay to the wid- 
ow of captain James W. Gunnison; 

An act for the relief of Adam D. Steuart, a pay- 
master in the United States Army; 

An act for the relief of Allen G. Johnson; and 

An act for the relief of Mrs. Elizabeth 
Smith, of Missourt. 


CONTESTED ELECTION. 


C. 


Mr. MILLER. On Friday last the Committee | 
of Elections reported a resolution to this House, | 
declaring that the sitting Delegate from the Terri- 
tory of New Mexico was entitled to his seat upon | 


this floor. 


without consideration, and without even having 


been printed and laid upon the tables of the mem- | 


bers of the House. 


Govenor Lane, the contestant, as is known to | 
the members of the House, was not entitled to a 


place upon this floor, nor could he occupy a seat 


here, until the contest had been decided by the | 


House in his favor. He was not notified by the 
chairman, or any member of the committee, that 
the report would be made upon that day, nor did 
he know that it was made until he was subse- 


quently informed of the fact, and after the resolu- | 


tion had been acted upon by the House. 


The report and resolution were concurred in, | 


and the vote by which it was concurred in was 
afterwards reconsidered, and the motion to recon- 
sider laid upon the table; thus closing up the whole 


matter without the slighest investigation upon the | 
part of the House, and without affording the con- | 


testant the slightest opportunity of investigating 
the report, or of presenting his claims before the 
House and the country. 


lam but little familiar with the mode of pro- | 


cedure in cases of this kind, but it does strike me 
that it would be eminently proper, when the right 
of a member or delegate in this House is a matter 
of contest, that it should not be passed over more 


hurriedly than other matters of ordinary legisla- | 


tion 


I deem it due to Governor Lane to say that he | 
desires the House and the country to know that | 
he wishes his claim examined, not from personal | 
considerations, but because he believes it due to | 
those who sent him here; for he comes here at the 
instance and urgent solicitation of many of the | 


people of New Mexico, to assert his right to the 


seat, and he asks that his claim should be invest- | 
I think such an investigation eminently | 
proper in this case, for the reason that, upon the 


igated. 


credentials presented by the sitting member, it 


That report and resolution were con- | 
curred in by the House without investigation, | 


Tt" ——— 
appears that there were gross irregularities in the 
election, and that the Governor and Secretary of 
State, who made out those credentials, and 
the certificate to the sitting member, excluded from 
the count several hundred votes; and it alao ap- 
pears, from the report of the Committee of Elec. 
tions, that there was great irregularity in 
election. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Mis. 
souri is aware that the subject is not debatable 

Mr. MILLER. 1 am aware of that fact, and 
I am only prefacing the motion which I intend to 
submit with this statement, in order that the 
House may act understandingly on the question 
I ask the indulgence of the House that | may 
make this statement asan act of justice to a claim- 
ant who cannot be heard upon this floor unless 
an opportunity is afforded him by reconsidering 
the action of the House last Friday. I make the 
motion, which I am about to submit, as an act of 
courtesy and justice to him; for 1 think it due to 
him that he should be heard in the matter. 

I was remarking, that it appears upon the cre- 
dentials of the sitting member that hundreds of 
votes were excluded by the Governor and Secre. 
tary of the Territory in making out the count; 
and, if | understand the report of the Committee 
of Elections aright, that committee also report that 
great irregularities did exist in the election, not 
only in the manner in which it was held, but jn 
the returns which were made. I hold, therefore, 
that it is right and proper that the House should 
have before them the report which was made. | 
was not present at the time the report was made on 
Friday last, and do not know whether that report 
was read through, but from my own knowledge of 
the complicated case presented by the contestant, 
1 am sure it is utterly impossible for the House to 
understand it without an investigation of the re- 
port after it shall have been printed. 

Sir, | deem it but an act of justice to the contest- 
ant, who has no right to aseat on this floor, when 
that report was presented, that his claim shall re- 
ceive at least that consideration and investigation 
which is accorded to the humblest claimant who 
presents his claim here for dollars and cents; it is 
worthy of such consideration, because it involves 
a high and sacred right and privileze—because it 
involves the purity of the elective franchise itself, 
If, as the committee report, irregularities did exist 
in the election in New Mexico, I hold that it is 
due to the people of that Territory that this 
House should so act upon the question that those 
irregularities may be prevented for the future. It 
may be said that the Territory of New Mexico 
embracesa large population, who are unacquainted 
with our language and our laws. That is true, | 
presume. But ignorance of the law is no justifi- 
cation for its violation. These irregularities in 
elections should be checked, and the election laws 
observed, if we would preserve unimpaired this 
great franchise of the citizen. And I understand 
that this is not the only election in which such ir- 
regularities have occurred. 

[ have understood that irregularities existed in 
the first election which was held in the Territory 
for a Delegate to Congress. And the gentleman 
who was defeated in that canvass was urged to 
contest the election there, but declined to do it. 
And I understand from the contestant here, that 
he was urged by men of all parties in New Mexico 
to come here to contest the right of the sitting 
member; and he holds that it is not only an act of 
justice to himself, but an act of justice to those 
whom he believes he is entitled to represent upon 
this floor, that his case should be heard; that the 
matter should be investigated by this House, and 
that their judgment should be passed on it after 
full and thorough investigation. 

I now appeal to this House, whether they have 
given this case, involving the rights and interests 
of the people of New Mexico, that full and fair 
investigation which will enable each member on 
this floor to say that he voted understandingly 
when he voted to sustain the report of this com- 
mittee? This is all we ask. And, sir, for the pur- 
pose of having the matter fully investigated, 
submit the motion that the rules be suspended, to 
enable me to take from the table of the House the 
resolution submitted by the Committee of Elec- 
tions, not for the purpose of considering it now, 
but for the purpose of bringing it again before the 
House after the report has been printed, and laid 
| upon the tables of members, so that when called 
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on to vote they may vote understandingly. If 
this be done, the contestant and the people of the 
Territory will be satisfied. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. I trust that 
the House will indulge me in making a few re- 
marks in reply to what has been said by the gen- 
tleman from Missouri. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The gentleman 
made the report from the committee, and certainly 
ought to be indulged. 

There was no objection to the gentleman pro- 
ceeding to reply. 

Mr. STANTON. The report was made last 
Friday, and it was not without calm and attentive 
consideration by the committee who were intrusted 
with the duty of doing so. Both the parties were 
before the Committee on Elections. The investi- 
gation occupied a period of more than two months. 
The committee met sometimes once, sometimes 
twice, and I believe as often as three times a week. 
The parties had every facility afforded them for 
the purpose of making a thorough and searching 
examination with all the facts connected with the 
subject. Why, sir, we postponed the proceed- 
ings for more than two weeks, in order that Colonel 
Lane might himself scrutinize every paper and 
every figure which was on them. Well, after 
hearing both sides, after examining all the testi- 
mony, the committee were unanimously of the 
opinion that Colonel Lane had no shadow of right. 

Itis true that an attempt was made to show, 
not fraud in the voters, not fraud in the manner 
of conducting the election, but that fraud had been 
committed in making the returns—not in altering 
or changing the returns, but in the manner in 
which they were communicated to the Secretary 
of the Territory. We regard that as a mere ir- 
regularity, and the report admits on its face that 
there was irregularity in making the returns. The 
forms of elections, as laid down by the law, are 
complex and difficult. Those who had to carry 
them out did not understand the language. It 
was anew country, the government just organized, 
and great allowances ought necessarily to be made 
for that condition of things. The committee were 
disposed to make it, in the absence of all fraud on 
the part of the voters, the candidates, or anybody 
else concerned. 

The gentleman says that the certificate of elec- 
tion which was given to the sitting member, Sefior 
Ga.iecos, showed on its face that certain votes 
had been excluded. The gentleman misappre- 
hended the fact. His credentials show no such 
thing; but there is a certificate from the secretary 
of the Territory, giving an abstract of all the 
votes, and making three or four calculations, each 
one differing from the other. 

Mr. RICHARDSON, (interrupting.) Will 
the gentleman from Kentucky allow me to ask 
him a single question? Did J understand the gen- 
tleman to say that the canvassing officer did not 
undertake to purge the poll-book ? 

Mr. STANTON. I say the Secretary of the 
Territory submits the certificates, and sends them 
here with the papers, in which 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I desire to call the at- 
tention of the gentleman to another point. Jose 
Manvet Gatvecos is admitted here upon the cer- 
tificate of_the Governor. It was irregular, but it 
was not such an irregularity as to exclude him, I 
admit. The Governor, in making out the list of 
votes, and giving a certificate, takes away from 
each one of the candidates some several hundred 
votes, (or else | have greatly mistaken the certifi- 
cate,) and it is that to which I wish to call the at- 
tention of the gentleman from Kentucky. 

Mr. STANTON. I intended to explain that 
matter; and it is susceptible of an easy explana- 
tion. The certificate of the Secretary contains four 
calculations. In the first he sets down such votes 
as are not disputed; and in that he comes up per- 
fectly to the requirements of thelaw. In that cal- 
culation he excludes returns where the poll-books 
do not show where each man’s nameis numbered, 





from one down to the end of the list. In another | 


instance he excludes those which have the num- 
bers, butdo not indicate, upon the face of the poll- 
books, for whom each individual voted. The law 
requires that there shall be an abstract containine 
that information, which shall accompany the oll- 
book; and it requires that the list of votes shall be 
sent to the Secretary of the Territory. In the next 
column he excludes all votes which were excepted 
to. In the third column he makes no exclusion. 


| 
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In the fourth column, which is the true basis of 
calculation, he admits all the votes polled at the 
election. There is no proof that any of those 
votes were fraudulently cast. Of all the votes 
cast at the election, we have excluded only some 
two hundred odd, polled by the Pueblo Indians, 
who, under the law of the Territory, had no right 
to vote. 

The law requires that the probate judge shall or- 
ganize the election and appoint officers to conduct 
it, and shall furnish them with poll-books. The 
probate judge in this case did not discharge that 
duty, for the reason that the law did not require 
him to doit. But the Indians met, and organized 
themselves into an election district, and appointed 
their chiefs as judges; and afterwards, in the town 
meetings held the elections and sent up the returns. 
The committee have only excluded those two hun- 
dred and eight Indian votes. 

Mr. MILLER. I stated that the credentials 
submitted by the sitting Delegate presented the 
fact that there was irregularity in the election. 
The gentleman joins issue with me upon that ques- 
tion. I hold in my hand a copy of the certificate 
of the Secretary of State, and | beg leave to call 
the attention of the gentleman to it. I will read 
a portion of it: 

“T, W. 8. Misservy, Secretary of the Territory of New 
Mexico, do hereby certify that on September 20, A. D. 
1853, and in the presence of the Governor of said Territory, 
| proceeded to count the returns of the votes given at a 
general election held on the filth day of September last, fora 
Delegate to the Thirty-Third Congress of the United States, 
and that counting the entire vote as returned to this office 
by the several prefects, the result stands as follows : 


José Manuel Galiegos received..... 1.971 votes. 
William Carr Lane received...........+.. 1526 
Majority tor José Manuel Gallegos........ 455 «“ 


And that after throwing out of the count such returns as 
were not made in strict accordance with law, the result 
stands as follows: 


José Manuel Gallegos received........... 2.806 votes. 
William Carr Lane received.........ee08. 22367 « 
Majority for José Manuel Gallegos..... o SO “ 


Therefore I, the said W.S. Misservy, Secretary as afore- 
said, do hereby certify that the said José Manuel Gallegos 
was and is duly elected the Delegate from said Territory to 
the Thirty-Third Congress of the United States, according 
to law.”’ 


This shows that the Governor and Secretary 
excluded over four thousand votes, and yet the 
gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. Stanton] says 
that there was no irregularity, and no votes ex- 
cluded by the Governor and Secretary in their 
count, because of irregularity or illegality. 

Mr. STANTON. ‘Th? Governor and secre- 
tary did make the calculation, and did present it, 
and the committee had to examine these creden- 
tials. The question was, whether these votes 
were irregularly excluded. The committee came 
to the unanimous conclusion that, though there 
were irregularities in the returns, yet they ought 
not to be excluded, because they were not of a 
character to justify the exclusion. The Secretary 
himself does not say that they were excluded, 
because he presented the other calculation, and 
upon the result of that calculation he gives a cer- 
tificate. 

The gentleman from Missouri, [Mr. Mitver]) 
complains that the committee did not give Colonel 
Lan@ notice that we intended to present this re- 
port tothe House. Itis possible that we may have 
done wrong in that respect, but I do not know that 
it was our duty to inform Colonel Lane as to the 
character of the report which we intended to 
make. I did not know that the gentleman from 
Missouri desired to contest this matter, for if I 
had known that he or any other gentleman de- 
sired to be present at the meeting of the com- 
mittee, and discuss this matter, | should have been 
courteous enough to have given him the oppor- 
tunity of doing so. 1 did not know that it was 
the desire of Colonel Lane to discuss the matter. 
He had requested me to present his case. I did so, 
and the report made by the committee was pre- 
sented to the House. I made no motion to stop 
debate, or call the previous question, or press for 
a vote upon it, and when I presented it, | made 
no remarks. I did not even make a motion to 
put the resolution upon its passage. It seems to 
me, that the House ought not to open the ques- 
tion again. 

Mr. HAVEN. What is the precise motion 
before the House? 

The SPEAKER. The pending motion is to 
suspend the rules so as to enable the gentleman 


from Missouri [Mr. Micier] to make a motion | 
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to take from the table a motion to reconsider the 
vote of the House, adopting the report made by 
the Committee of Elections. 

Mr. MILLER. I desire to say but a word. I 
doubt not the Committee of Electiors are satisfied 
with the conclusion at which they have arrived in 
this matter. ‘That is vot now the question before 
the House. If we are to take the argument of the 
gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. Stanton] as a 
sound one, then there is no necessity for investi- 
gating any matter that is reported by a committee 
of this House, if it be merely sufficient that a 
majority report for or against it. 1 desire only 
that the same course shall be pursued in the in- 
vestigation of this case which is pursued in a mat- 
ter of dollars and cents. When the committee of 
which | am a member—the Committee of Claims 
—make a report, and introduce a bill or resolution 
appropriating $100 out of the Treasury for the 
paymentof a just claim, it is not taken for granted 
by the House that that appropriation ought to be 
made because the committee recommend it, but 
the question is referred to a Committee of the 
Whole House, where it may be sifted and exam- 
ined. I think that we should at least be'willing to 
adopt such a rule upon a question involving the 
right of a Delegate or a Representative to a seat 
upon this floor. That is all we ask. 

There are gentlemen al! around me, and I doubt 
not there are gentlemen all over the House, who 
are wholly unacquainted with the facts in this 
case. Thegentleman from Kentucky [Mr. Sran- 
TON] says that it isonly a question of irregularity; 
that there is no fraud in the case. Ican well im- 
agine that there may be que stions of this character 


so grossly violating the law as to vitiate an elec- 
tion, and cases in which neither of the contestants 
should be admitted to a seat upon this floor; but 
they should be sent back to the people, that such 
irregularities might be corrected, and the election 
conducted in pursuance of the law. The contest- 
ant holds in this case that there has been such 
irregularity. l desire an opportunity, not only 
to decide upon the merits of this case for my- 
self, but I desire that the gentleman who contests 
the right of the sitting Delegate upon this floor 
should have justice done to him, and that the 
people of the Territory may be satisfied that the 
House has given the application of the contestant 
that fair and impartial hearing which is due to 
every citizen who presents a claim for the consid- 
eration of this House. 

The SPEAKER. The gentlemen of the House 
will recollect that, after the resolution reported by 
the Committee of Elections was adopted by the 
House, a motion was made to reconsider, and the 
motion to reconsider laid upon the table. The 
gentleman from Missouri now moves to suspend 
the rules, to enable him to submit a motion that 
the report may again be taken from the table and 
considered. 

Mr. HAVEN. If the House will permit me, f 
will say, that although Lam not acquainted with 
the merits of this controversy, I do not doubt that 
the Committee of Elections have faithfully dis- 
charged their duty; and | do not understand that 
the application of the gentleman from Missouri 
looks to the impeaching of their integrity, or the 
correctness with which they have examined into 
the matter; not atall. | understand him to put it 
upon the ground that this is a subject upon which 
the House has no particular knowledge, and which 
has been acted upon with more precipitation than 
is usually manifested upon a case of mere ordinary 
importance; and, inasmuch as it involves a prin- 
ciple connected with the elective franchise, and for 
the purpose of securing an intelligent investigation 
into matters of this kind, upon which the upright- 
ness and independence of the members of this 
House hinges, | would submit whether it would 
not be better to place the subject at least in a con- 
dition where the House can give to the conatitu- 
ents of the sitting Delegate from New Mexico 
their intelligent opinion, after a proper investiga- 
tion, that he is rightfully entitled to the seat which 
he occupies. It seems to me that the resolution is 
a fair one, and I hope the House will entertain and 
adopt it. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. I desire sim- 
ply to inquire whether the resolution which was 
passed the other day was passed under the op- 
eration of the previous question? 

The SPEAKER. It was not. The previous 
question was not demanded upon its passage. 
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Mr. STANTON. I would like the House to 
understand the length of time the subject was un-- 


der conside whether a long report was not 


read in the hearing of the House, concluding with 


rauons 
the resolution; and then whether it was not de- 
liberately adopted, without any motion or effort 
upon the part of any one to postpone its disposi- 

The SPEAKER. The report was read at the 
Clerk’s desk, and the question was put upon the 
adoption of the resolution, without any discus- 
sion, or any motion upon the part of any member. 

Mr. HUNT. If the action of the House, in 
the adoption of this resolution, has been unad- 
vised o1 precipitate, it becomes the character of this 
Jiouse to recousider its acuon, and give the sub- 
ject a proper share of deliberation. ‘There is no 
imputation intended to be cast upon the honorable 
The members of that 
committee are doubtless satisfied with the correct- 


Committee of Elections. 
ness of the conclusion to which they have come, 
but members around 
possession of the facts in this case, and that an 
intelligent 


me say that they are not in 


} idgment has not been given upon It, 


1 hope, therefore, in order that justice may be 
the re 
tion of the people, that the mouon of 


pre enta- 


the gentle- 


done ina matter which concerns 
man from Miss 

‘The que: 
was put; 
the aflirmative 

Mr. MILLER. I demand the yeas and nays. 

‘he yeas and nays were ordered. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair doubts whether 
a quorum of members are in the House, but the 
and nays will show. 
; was then 


ourt will prevail. 


tion ** Shall the rules 
i 
and, upon a division, 


be suspended ?”’ 


ixty-four rose in 


yea 


* question taken; and there were 


x7, nays 50; as follow 
Mesers. Aiken, Appleton, Thomas H. Bayly, 
Bal fell, Bennett, Benson, Dridges, 
Caruthers, Caskie 
Dawson, Dean, 
mundson, 
wood, 


Brooks, Campbell, 
Cox, Crocker, Curtis, 
Kdmands, Ed 
Goodrich, Green 


, Chandler, Cook, 

DeWitt, Dick, Eastman, 
Etheridge, Fiagler, Gamble, 
Grey, Grow, Andrew J. Harlan, Harrison, Haven, 
Hiewn, Hill, Hunt, Johnson, Daniel T. Jones, Kerr, Kid 
well, Kittredge, Knox, Kurtz, Letcher, Lindiey, MeCul 
loch, McDougall, Macy, Meacham, Jolin G. Miller, Smith 
Niiller, Millson, Norton, Mordecai Oliver, Peckham, Pow 
eli, Pratt, Preston, Puryear, Ready, Richardson, David 
Ritchie, Thomas Ritchey, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Seward, 
Seymour, Shaw, Singleton, Gerrit Smith, Snodgrass, Hes 
tor L. Stevens, Straub, Andrew Stuart, John L. Tayior, 
Tracy, Trout, Tweed, Upham, Ellihu B. Washburne, Is 
rac] Washburn, Tappan Wentworth, Hendrick B. Wright, 
Vates, and Zollicofler—s7. 

NAYS—Mesers. Belcher, Bissell, Bocock, Boyce, Breck 
inridge, Chamberlain, Chrisman, Churchwell, Clark, 
Cobb, Colquitt, Craige, Cutting, John G. Davis, Disney, 
Dunham, Ellison, Boglish, Everhart, Fenton, Florence, 
Hamilton, Hastings, Hendricks, Hiester, George W. Jones 
Lane, Lilly, Lindsley, McQueen, Matteson, Maurice, Mor 
rison, Nichols, Peck, Robbins, Ruffin, Russell, 
Samuel A. Smith, William R. Smith, George W. Smyth, 
Prederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Thurston, Vail, 
Vansant, Wade, Walsh, and John Wentworth—50. 


Skelton, 


So (two thirds not voting in favor thereof) the 
rules were not suspended. 


OCEAN MAIL STEAMERS. 

Mr. WALKER. 
tion: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be requested 
to communicate to this House whether, in his opinion, the 
sicamships employed in the ocean mail service of the Uni 
ted States are of proper construction to be converted into 
vessels-of-war, in the event of the occurrence of an emer 
geney requiring their use for such purpose 5 and if so, how 
many, and which of them. 

Mr. WALSH. Lobject to the consideration of 
that resolution now. 

Mr. WALKER. I move to suspend the rules, 
to enable me to offer the resolution. 


I offer the following resolu- 


The question was put, and (two thirds voting 
in favor thereof) the rules were suspended. 

‘The question was then taken on the resolution, 
and it was agreed to. 

DELEGATE FROM NEW MEXICO. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I ask the unanimous 

consent of the House to enable me to offer the fol- 
lowing resolution: 
That the Hon. Jose M. Gatieaos, Delegate 
from New Mexico, be allowed to introduce within the doors 
ef the Hall of the House of Representatives, a person to 
act as his interpreter, in order that he may more effectually 
understand and participate in the proceedings of this body 


Mr. WRIGHT, of Pennsylvania. 
that resolution. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. The purpose of the res- 
olution is not to introduce upon the floor an inter- 


Resolved, 


I object to 


preter, but itis to give him permission to come | 
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inside the House. 
stand one word of the English language, which is 
the misfortune of his constituents; and this is not 
for his personal convenience, but 
nience of the people that he represents. | move 
to suspend the rules, to enable me to offer the res- 
olution. 
(two thirds 
not voting in favor thereof) the rules were not sus- 
pended 

Mr. EASTMAN. 
of business? 

The SPEAKER. 
lutior ° 

Mr. EASTMAN. Well, I hope the 
will be called in their regular order, 
where the last call left off. 


The question was then taken, and 


What is the regular order 


States 
‘jommencing 


OF THE FLOOR. 
the unanimous consent of 
me to offer the following res- 


PRIVILEGE 
Mr. ORR. I ask 
the House to enable 

olution: 

Resolved, That the seventeenth rule be so amended as 
toadmit within the Hall of the House of Representatives 
the Assistant Secretaries of the State and Treasury De- 
partments, Ministers and ex-Ministers of the United States 
lo foreign Governments, 

Mr. JON ES, of I object to that; 
we have enouch on the floor already. 


Mr. ORR. 


and heads of bureaus. 


rg 
lennessee. 


| move to suspend the rules, and J 
ask that the Clerk may read the 17th rule as it 
stands at present. The House will see that the 
rule now admits officers of an inferior grade to 
those enumerated in my resolution upon the floor 
of the House. ; 

Mr. WENTWORTI I will never 
consent t 


that any other persons shall be admitted 


, of Illinois. 
upon this floor, unless it is provided that they 
shall not be claim agents. 

Mr. JONES. 
are claim agents. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. Yes; too many of the 
ex-members are claim agents. 

Mr. ORR. I do not object to the amendment 
of the rule in that respect, if gentlemen desire 
it; but I think that that the 
officers included in my resolution shall be admit- 
ted, unless some of those now admitted are to be 
excluded. I hope the rule will be read. 

The Clerk read the 17th rule; which is as fol- 
lows: 


[exclude all the ex-members who 


consistency requires 


‘* No person, except members of the Senate, their Secre 
tary, heads of Departments, Treasurer, Comptrollers, 
Register, Auditors, President’s Secretary, Chaplains to 
Judges of the United States, Foreign Ministers 
officers who, by name, have received 
hereatter receive the thanks-of Congress for their 
gallantry and good conduct displayed in the service of their 
country, the Governor for the time being of any State or 
Territory in the Union, such gentlemen as have been heads 
of Departments or members of either branch of the National 
Legislature, the members of the Legislatures, fr the time 
being, of the States and Territories, and, at the discretion 
of the Speaker, persons who belong to such Legislatures 
of fore ign Governments as are in amily with the United 
States, shall be admitted within the Hall of the House of 
Representatives; and no person not known to the Door 
keeper to be entitled to the privilege of the floorshall enter 
the Hall unless the Doorkeeper shail be informed by amem 
ber that the individual is entitled to admission under this 
rule, and in what Gapacity.”’ 

The SPEAKER. There is another rule ‘bear- 
ing on this subject, which will be read, if there is 
no objection. 

Mr. LETCHER. J hope the resolution of the 
gentleman from South Carolina will be read first. 

The Clerk again reported the resolution, 

Mr. HIESTER. -Did I understand the Chair 
to say that there was another rule bearing on this 
subject ? 

The SPEAKER. There wasa rule adopted at 
the present session requiring a register to be Kept, 
in which the names of persons claiming the privi- 
lege of the floor should be kept, and the grounds 
on which they claim it. The motion is to suspend 
the rules, for the purpose of introducing the reso- 
lution which has been read. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Ilask that the rule 
adopted at the present session may be read. 

The SPEAKER. It has not been inserted, as 

et, among the printed rules. 

Mr. JONES. The House has virtually determ- 
ined that the Assistant Secretary of the Treasury 
was a mereclierk. 

Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. 
rior officer. [Laughter. } 

Che question was then taken, and the House 
refused to suspend the rules. 


Congress, 
aud their Secretaries, 
or shail 


E. 


+ 
Mr. Gatiecos does not under- | 


for the conve- | 


The call of States for reso- 


Yes, sir; an infe- | 


2 Feb. 27, 


_ Mr. BELL, in pursuance of previous notice 
introduced a bill; which was read a first and 
second time by its title, as follows, and referred 
to the Committee on Naval Affairs: 

A bill to authorize the President to inco 
the officers of the late Texas navy into th 
of the United States. 


Mr. EASTMAN. 


olution: 


rporate 


e Navy 


1 submit the following res. 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be. 
they are hereby, instructed to inquire into the expe 
of dividing the State of Wisconsin into two judici 
tricts. 

‘The question was put; and, ona division, 
were—ayes 4() 

Mr. EASTMAN. I demand tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. W ricur, of 
Pennsylvania, and CLINGMAN, were appointed, 

Mr. FLORENCE asked that the resolution he 
again read; but it was objected to by Mr. Waxsu. 

The question was taken, and the resolution 
adopted, the tellers having reported—ayes 7] 
not counted. 

CUSTOM-HOUSE AT MILWAUKIE. 

Mr. WELLS, in pursuance of previous notice, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill; which 
was read a first and second time by its litle, ag 
follows : 

A bill to provide for the purchase of a site, and 
the erection of a suitable building thereon, in Mij- 
waukie, Wisconsin, for a custom-house, and to 
contain suitable rooms for the United States courts, 
and post office; referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce. 

CODIFYING THE REVENUE LAWS, 

Mr. CURTIS asked the unanimous consent of 
the House to introduce a resolution; which was 
read for information, as follows: 

Resolved, That the Committee of the Whole be dis 
eharged from the further consideration of the Senate reso 
lution authorizing the Secretary of the Treasury to pay the 
expenses Of codifying and revising the revenue laws, 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. That bill provides 
for an appropriation, and [ think it best not to 
take it out of the Committee of the Whole. [ 
therefore object to its introduction. 

Mr. CURTIS. Then I move to suspend the 
rules, to allow me to introduce the resolution. 

Mr. BENSON. 1 would inquire whether the 
call of States for resolutions has been completed? 

The SPEAKER. It has not; but, pending the 
call, the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Cur- 
Tis] rose and offered a resolution, and moved to 
suspend the rules, to enable him todo so. That 
iuotion is in order, and is pending. 

The question was taken; and the motion was 
not agreed to, two thirds not voting in favor thereof. 


and 
diency 
al dis- 


there 


is 


» hoes 


Mr. LANE, of Oregon, in pursuance of pre- 
vious notice, asked and obtained leave, to intro- 
duce a bill; which was read a first and second 
time by its title, as follows: 

A bill to amend an act entitled an act to cre- 
ate an additional collection district in the Territory 
of Oregon, and for other purposes. 

Referred to the Committee on Commerce. 


Mr. LANE also, in pursuance of previous no- 
tice, asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill; 
which was read a firstand second time by its title, 
as follows: 

A bill authorizing the payment by the Secretary 
of the Treasury of certain drafts drawn by Lieu- 
tenant Dement for the ransom of Ameri- 
can citizens, prisoners of-the Indians of Queen 
Charlotte Island, and for other purposes. 

teferred to the Committee of Ways and Means. 


Mr. MILLER, of Missouri. I offer the follow- 
ing resolution: 

Resolved, That the Sergeant-at-Arms he directed to pay 
to Williain Carr Lane, who has contested the seat of Jose 
Manvet Gatiecos, as Delegaie from New Mexico, the 
per diem and mileage allowed to the Delegate from said 
Territory, from the commencement of this session up to 
this date. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
that resolution. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ten- 
nessee proposes to debate the resolution, and, of 
course, it goes over under the rules. 

Mr. MILLER. Is it not in order for me to 
move to suspend the rules for the purpose of in- 
troducing the resolution? 

The SPEAKER. The resolution was not re- 
ceived by the House, and it is in order for the 


I desire to debate 


|, gentleman from Missouri to make that motion. 
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Mr. MILLER. I move then to suspend the 
rules, so that I may introduce the resolution I 
e subi itted. 

Mr. JONES. It takes two thirds, of course, 
to suspend the rules. 

The question was then taken upon Mr. Mnu- 
ter’s motion, and, upon division, there were— 
aves 50, noes not counted. 

Mr. JAMES C. ALLEN demanded the yeas 
and nays, which were ordered—Q7 gentlemen 
“4 ing in the affirmative. 

On motion by Mr. HIESTER, the House then 
adjourned till to-morrow at twelve o’clock, m. 


IN SENATE. 
Tvespay, February 28, 1854. 
Prayer by Rev. Henry Stiicer. 
TheJournal of yesterday was read and approved. 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION, 
The President pre lempore pre sented a commu- 
of War, transmitting 
seventy-five copies of the official Army Register 


for 1854. 


nication from the Secretary 


PETITIONS, ETC. 
Mr. PEARCE. Mr. President, I have been 
requested to present to the Senate the proceedings 
» meeting, held in Baltimore on the 17th 


Several resolutions were adopted 
I 


of a pubii 
of February. 

at that meeting. One of them asks that the sol- 
diers of the war of 1812 m Ly be 


ids; another, that the provisions of the pension 


allowed DOUDLY 


acts relative to the officers and soldiers, and their 

widows, of the revolutionary war, may be ex- 
: 

their 


, ' 1 y° = | _ . 
tended to the oincers and soidiers, and 


another resolution 


a 
widows, of the war of 1812; 


asks that the pensions may commence from the 


date of the wounds and disabilities. Although 
these are separate matters, it is scarcely worth 


rr 
while to divide them, and therefore I move to refer 
the whole proceedings to the Committee on Mil- 
itary Affairs. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr.CHASE. I have been requested to present 
and call the attention of the Senate to the proceed- 
ings of a mass meeting of German citizens of 
Cleveland, Ohio, remonstrating against the repeal 
I am informed by 
a gentleman whom I know very well, that this 
meeting was very largely and numerously attended 
by the German electors, of the highest respecta- 
bility and character in thatcity. 1 move that it lie 
on the table. 

The motion was agreed to. 


of the Missouri compromise. 


Mr. TOUCEY presented a petition of citizens 
of Middletown, Connecticut, remonstrating against 
any infringement of the Missouri compromise; 
which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. EVERETT presented a memorial of citi- 
zens of Barnstable, Massachusetts, remonstrating 
against the passage of the Nebraska bill in its 
present form; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

Mr. WADE presented a petition of citizens of 
Erie county, Ohio, remonstrating against the pas- 
sage of the Nebraska bill in its present form; which 
was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. FISH presented a remonstrance, numer- 
ously signed by citizens of Montgomery county, 
New York, against the repeal or alteration of the 
Missouri compromise act of 1820; which was or- 
dered to lie on the table. 

Mr. SUMNER presented the following memo- 
rials, remonstrating against the passage of the 
Nebraska bill in its present form; which were or- 
dered to lie on the table: 


Petition of citizens of Wilbraham, Massachu- 
setts; 


Two memorials of citizens of Leicester, Mas- 
sachusetts; 

Petition of citizens of Middlebury, Indiana; and 

Five petitions of citizens of Pennsylvania. 

Mr. FISH presented a petition of merchants 
and ship owners of New York, praying the enact- 
ment of a law to facilitate the unloading of the 
cargoes of ships arriving in the ports of the 
United States; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Commerce. 

He also gave notice of his intention to ask 
leave to introduce a bill relating to the subject. 

Mr. CLAYTON presented a petition of citizens 
of New Castle county, State of Delaware, remon- 
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strating against any infringement of the Misseuri 
compromise; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. CHASE presented the following petitions, 
&e » praying the enactment of 


increase, to mitigs 


laws to prevent the 
e the evils, and to promote the 
final eradication of slavery; which were ordered 
to lie on the table: , 


Petition of ¢1 





zens of Miami and Montgomery 
counties, Fredericktown and vicinity; : 

Petition of citizens of Youngstown, Mahoning 
county, Ohio; 

Petition of Robert Eyre and others, citizens of 
Fayette county, Ohio; _ 

Resolutions of citizens of Leeburg and vicinity, 
Carroll ce unty, Ohio; , 

Proceedings of a meeting of citizens of Fayette 
county, Ohio; : 

Petition of citizens of Galena county, Ohio; 

Petition of citizens of Gallia county, Ohto; and 

Petition of Samuel Hamilton and other citizens 
of South Salem, Ross county, Ohio. 

Mr. HAMLIN presented a petition of inhabit- 
ants of Kennebunk and Kennebunk Port, York 
county, Maine, who were detained as prisoners 
of war in Dartmoor and other English prisons 
and prison-ships, during the last war with Great 


Britain, praying to be granted pensions; which 


1 


was referred to the Committee on Pensions 
REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEES. 
Mr. SHIELDS, from the Committee on Mill- 

tary Atfairs, to whom were referred the petition 

of J imes Edwards, the petition of the admunis- 


’ 
trator of Edward M. Wanton, and the petition of 


the executors of Nehemiah Brush, praying com- 
pensation for loss of property in the war with the 
Seminoles, submitted a report, accompanied by a 
bill for the relief of James Edwards and others; 


which was read, and passed to a second reading 

Mr. JON ES, of lowa, from the Committee on 
Pensions, to whom were referred the following 
petitions, submitted ad verse reports thereon; which 
were ordered to be } inted: 

Petition of Jane A. W icht;: and 

Petition of citizens of Steuben county, New 
York, in behalf of Isaac Ackerman. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the petition of James Wormsley, 
submitted a report, accompanied by a bill for his 
relief; which was read, and passed to a se@@nd 


reading. The report was ordered to be printed. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. PETTIT asked and, by unanimous con- 
sent, obtained leave to introduce a bill granting 
the right of way to the States of Indiana and illi- 
nois, and a portion of the public lands, to aid in 
theconstruction of a certain railroad in said States, 
known as the Indiana and Illinois Central rail- 
way; which was read twice by its title, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. SLIDELL asked, and obtained the unan- 
imous consent, to introduce a bill for the relief of 
the Pine Grove Academy, in Louisiana; which 
was read twice, and referred to the Committee on 
Private Land Claims. 

Mr. SLIDELL asked, and obtained the unani- 
mous consent of the Senate, to introduce a bill to 
authorize the issuance of } 
Louisiana in certain cases; which was read twice, 
and referred toAhe Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. WALKER. In pursuance of previous 
notice, I now ask leave to introduce a bill for the 
relief of Sylvester Pettibone. Ido not design to 
move its reference to any committee, but I ask 
that it may be read a first time, with the promise 
that | will make a statement to the Senate in re- 
gard to it, as I am familiar with the whole case. 

The bill was read a first time, and ordered to a 
second reading. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK, in accordance with pre- 
vious notice, asked ahd obtained leave to introduce 
a bill granting public lands in aid of the construc- 
tion of a railroad from Beard’s Bluff, on the Ten- 
nessee river, in Alabama, to Nasketa, Mississippi, 
via Tuscaloosa, Northport, and Gainesville, in 
Alabama; which was read twice, and referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands. 


LAND GRANT TO FLORIDA. 
Mr. JOHNSON. 


a » ! - . 
patents for iands in 


I move to reconsider the vote 


of vesterdey by which a bill making a grant of 


land to the State of Florida, to aid in the construe- 
}| tion of railroads in said State, was passed. I ask 


| it fic the purpose of submitung an amendment, to | 


— -- - —-- — 


insert after the word ** Jacksonville,’’ one of the 

- ° , 
termini of the road, the words ‘* or Fernandino,”’ 
so that that place may be mad it is 


within a short 


ea terminus. 





> a 
imstance of Jacks 
ltn iy be cdesirabie to 


fifty or sixty miles. 
that the terminus, and the amendnient will leave 





! make 


it in the option of the Legislature to take either of 


the pomts 
Che motion to reconsider was agreed to; and 
the amendment was agreed to 
The bill was then ordered to be er gvrossed fora 
third reading, and was 


g, read a third time, and 
passed 


SWAMP AND OVERFLOWED LANDS. 
Mr. STUART. The C 


mmittee on Public 
Lands, to whom was referred a bill for the relief 
of purchasers and locators of swamp and over- 
flowed lands, have instructed me to report it back. 
i desire to have the bill read now, for the purpese 
of asking the Senate to consider it at thistime. i 
Is one that requires immediate a 


The Senate, as in the Committee of the Whole, 
é‘ 


accordingly proceeded to consider the il It 
pr poses to direct that when lands eranted to the 
several States by the act of September 20, 1850, 
to enable the State of Arkansas, and other Stat 
to reclaim the swamp ir 41 within ther mits 
have been sold or located ce the passage of the 
act, the purchase money shall be paid over to the 
State for such of the lands have been sold, and 
the Governor, by his age , may select other 
lands in leu of those located by warrants and 
scrip upon the surrender to the United States of 
ull title or claim on the part of e | ted Statea 
to the lands granted, which have een entered or 
locate !,orany part of them, ai that upon such 
surrender the title in fee to the purchasers shall 
| 3 by United State patent yherever any 
5 e has sold the lands \ ike W ip 
} vhich still belo e \ edi States, 1e@ 
haser shall, upon ther nent of t hase 
money into the land office of the district m which 
the land ues, or if the money has bee already 
paid to the State, then upon the presentation of 


receipts or proofs of such payment, the Unite 


States patent shall pass the fee-sim le of the same 
Mr. STUART. I am instructed to move to 
strike out all that portion of the bill which has 


been read last, and which relates to mistakes in 


sales by the States. I apprehend that if there are 


any such mistakes, they are very few. My own 


opinion is that there are none; but if there are, they 


are such errors as can easily be provided for by 


‘ 


f It prod ces no ull nity between 


the State itself. 


the respective Statesand the General Government. 
| therefore move to strike out all that part of the 
bill, so as only to leave the part to provide for 
errors which have been inevitable in entries which 
have been made since tne passage of the law grant- 
ng these land to the States Without this, { 
have a long communication from the Commis- 
sioner of the Land Office, stat that great diffi- 
culty will continue, and that they are almost in 
inextricable confusion in the lice. 

The amendment w rreed t he bill it re- 
ported to the Senate sj amended, and the amend- 


ment was concurred in. 


Mr. DODGE, of 
the Senator from Mi nigan, whether it would not 


aior f thia hill to the 
s0n Ot nis ii tO Lne 


low Ae I e re to i yuire of 


be well to extend the prov 


holders of land warrants, in cas 


which they have located have 


the lands upon 
veen sold by an 
error. 

Mr. STUART. 
from lowa, that that 
much. out of place in this bill, and I tl 


I will suevest to the Senator 

umendment would be very 

ink it might 

embarrass it in its passage in the other House; 
that is the only objection I have to it. 
Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. Then I will 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed fora third 


reading, was read a third time, and passed. 


RICHARD M. YOUNG. 

Mr. SEBASTIAN. 

mittee on Indian Affairs to submit the following 
resolution: 


not press it. 


Il am directed by the Com- 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate be directed 
to pay to Richard M. Young $974 20, 


the amount of his per 
sation allowed him by the President as 


diem and compet 





epecial coromissioner to investigate the charges a met the 
Hon Alexander Rarusey, late Superintendent Inclian 
Affairs of Minnesota Territorv, under a re ur W 

Senate of the 5th of April, 1852; and that the same be patid 


Senate. 


\} out of the contingent fund of the 


The PRESIDENT. As this resolution pro- 
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poses to appropriate money out of the contingent 
fund, it must go, under the rules, to the Commit- 
tee to Audit and Control the Contingent Expenses 
of the Senate. ; 

Mr. SEBASTIAN. I ask the unanimous con- 
sent of the Senate to have the resolution consid- 
ered now, without a reference. 

The PRESIDENT. °* If there be no objection, 
the resolution will now have its second reading. 

The resolution was read a second time. 

Mr. SEBASTIAN. If it provokes any dis- 
cussion, | will consent that it may go over. 

Mr. STUART. I should like to inquire of the 
Senator from Arkansas if there is any recom- 
mendation from the Department for the payment 
of this sum. 

Mr. SEBASTIAN. There is an official state- 
ment from the Secretary of the Interior that this 
amount is due, and would have been paid out of 
the contingent fund of that Department, but for 
the fact that that fund was exhausted by the pay- 
ment of the other expenses of the commission. 
These expenses are properly chargeable to the 
contingent fund either of the Senate or of the De- 
partment of the Interior. There is no question 
about that, for the whole investigation arose under 
the order of the Senate. The only reason why 
the matter has been brought here, is, because the 
contingent fund of the Department of the Interior 
has been exhausted by the payment of the other 
expenses of this commission. 

Mr. STUART. I do not wish to indicate any 
opposition to the resolution, but | ask that it may 
lie over, in order that we may have an opportunity 
of looking into it. 

The PRESIDENT. The objection being made, 
the resolution must go over. 

Mr. SEBASTIAN. I have no objection to the 
postponement. 

The motion to postpone was agreed to. 

INDIGENT INSANE. 

On motion by Mr. FOOT, the Senate resumed, 
as in Committee of the Whole, the considera- 
tion of the bill making a grant of public lands to 
the several States and Territories of the Union for 
the benefit of indigent insane persons, the pending 
question being on the amendment submitted by 
Mr. Perrir, on the 9th instant, when the bill was 
under consideration, to insert the following: 

“ Provided, That all the grants of land provided for by 
this act shall be confined to such States as have public 
lands in them equal to the amount hereby granted to such 
State.’ 

Mr. PETTITT. Trise, sir, not to detain the 
Senate in the consideration of this bill, but for the 
uurpose of withdrawing the amendment which 
offered to it. In doing so, [ wish simply to 
state that I do not withdraw it because I yield the 
idea that to the new States their own territory and 
land ought to belong. That, | hold, should have 
been the early policy of the Government; and, so 
far as my vote now can go towards securing, to 
them what they ought to have had originally, I 
shall be found pursuing suchacourse. But since 
we have been informed by the Senator from lowa 
{[Mr. Dopvce] that there is more insanity and 
lunacy, not to say idiocy, in the old northern free 
States than in the western and southern States, it 
may be a matter of philanthropy and justice to 
yass the bill as a remedy for that afflicted class. 
™ this state of things I will withdraw my amend- 
ment. 

The PRESIDENT. If there be no objection, 
the Senator will have leave to withdraw the amend- 
ment, 

Mr. FOOT. I wish to offer an amendment, 
which is recommended by the Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands. Before doing so, allow me to say that 
I am entirely satisfied with the act of the Senator 
from Indiana in withdrawing his amendment, 
without indorsing his reason, or taking time, at 
penne to combat it. The Committee on Public 


vands have authorized and directed me to move | 


to amend the first section of the substitute reported 
by them, by striking out the words— 

** And that the representation of any State shall not be 
computed at less than six members,’’ 
and to insert in lieu thereof: 


** And that said apportionment shall be made after first 
allotting to each State one hundred thousand acres.”’ 


The Committee on Public Lands bestowed very 


much reflection and study upon the question of 
the proper basis of the distribution of these lands 


among the several States, having reference not \| ceeds. It is true, that one of the objections w 


} 
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only to the present population of the States, but 


also to the prospective and more rapidly increasing | 


population of the new States. ‘To distribute these 
lands among the several States according to their 
population or representation, would not, in the 
opinion of the committee, be quite just to the new 
and less populous States at the present time. To 
adopt the basis of territorial area, on the other 
hand, would be doing injustice to the old and more 
populous States. ‘They adopted then the com- 
pound ratio of population or representation and 
territorial area, with a certain limitation. The 
committee, after much reflection and consideration 
upon the subject, came to the conclusion that this 
constituted the most equitable basis upon which 
they could propose the distribution of these lands. 

Mr. WELLER. I desire to move to strike out 
a portion of the first section of the substitute 
reported by the committee, and I do not know to 
what extent my objection has been obviated by 
the amendment which has been just submitted. | 
understand the Senator from Vermont to say that 
the basis of distribution is a compound one— 
that of representation in Congress, and the quan- 
tity of square miles of land within the limits of 
the States. Now, by taking either of these, great 
injustice will be done to the State from whence | 
come. 


You provide that the area of a State shall not 


be taken to exceed 50,000 square miles. The 
State of California has nearly 150,000 square miles. 
You then fix upon the basis of representation in 
the other branch of Congress. The State of Cali- 
fornia has but two members there, though she is 
justly entitled, in my judgment, at this day, to at 
least four members. This compound ratio, there- 
fore, which has been fixed upon by the Committee 
on Public Lands, will necessarily do great injustice 
to that State by fixing upon the quantity of lands 
to which she is entitied. 

Now, whilst | am in favor of the general prin- 
ciples of this bill, Lam unwilling that this gross 
injustice shall be done to the States which have a 
larger quantity of land than that fixed as a max- 
imum in this bill. I desire, therefore, to move to 
strike out that portion of the bill which limits the 
area of the States to fifty thousand square miles, 
leaving each State to receive a quantity of land in 
proportion to the amount which may be found 
within its limits. My State is interested, as well 
as other States, in providing for this numerous 
class of people; for there are many insane people 
there, who have gone from the older States, with 
the anticipation, perhaps, of making fortunes very 
suddenly; but finding themselves disappointed in 
that, have become deranged, and are now charges 
upon the people of that State for support. Unless 
my difficulty be obviated by the amendment now 
proposed, I shall move to strike out that proviso 
in the first section. 

Mr. FOOT. I propose, in order to meet the ob- 
jection of the Senator from California, to withdraw 
the amendment which [| offered, and in lieu of it, 
to move to strike out the whole of the proviso as 
it at present stands, and to insert in lieu of it: 

Provided, That said apportionment shall be made after 
first allotting to each State one hundred thousand acres. 

These words are tu take the place of the present 
proviso, which reads: 

‘* Provided, That the area of no State shall be computed 
at more than fifty thousand square miles, and that the rep- 
resentation of any State shall not be computed at less than 
six members. ”’ . 

Mr. DAWSON. I have a suggestion to make 
to which I should like to have an answer. As I 
understand the bill, it proposes to allot to all the 
States, except the old thirteen 

Mr. FOOT. To all the States—to each of the 
thirty-one States—one hundred thousand acres is 
first to be allotted. That will require three mil- 
lions one hundred thousand acres out of the ten 
millions of acres proposed to be granted. Then 
the remaining six millions nine hundred thousand 
acres will be apportioned upon the compound ra- 
tio af representation and territorial area. 

Mr. DAWSON. Then it is all right. 

Mr. ADAMS. Mr. President, I shall ask for 
the yeas and nays upon the passage of this bill. 
I wish to say, however, that I dislike very much 
to vote against it, considering the purposes to be 
effected by it. I conceive, however, that this is a 
much more objectionable mode of disposing of 
the public lands than the distribution of their — 
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I have had heretofore to the bill—that it made one 
State a freeholder in another—is obviated by the 
bill in its present form; yet, a State having no 
lands within its limits is authorized to sell its land 
scrip to individuals, and the assignee of the State 
has the liberty of locating the land within the limits 
of the new States. What will be the effect of this? 
It will be, that large bodies of land will fall into 
the hands of speculators in the different States 
This is palpably unjust. There will be a hundred 
ihousand acres of land at first located by each of 
the old States in a few of the new States, and the 
lands will be in the hands of speculators, who wil] 
of course, sell them for the very highest possible 
price which they can get. They hold them up or 
lease them out. 

Now, sir, if Senators from the old States knew 
the great injury which it is to the new States to 
have a large body of their best lands in the hands 
of speculators, they would at once see that it 
would be a great deal better to provide that the 
one hundred thousand acres of land, or whatever 
amount may be assigned to each State, should be 
sold by the Government, and the proceeds paid ove, 
to the different States. This would be much less 
objectionable, and would do much less injury to 
the new States than the bill in its present form, 
This bill involves the same principle asto the dis. 
position of the proceeds of the public lands, against 
which we have heretofore been fighting; and it ig 
assuming a much more objectionable form in its 
practical effect upon the country. I shall, there. 
fore, ask for the yeasand nays upon the question 
of the engrossment of the bill. 

The PRESIDENT. The question is on the 
amendment of the Senator from Vermont. The 
Senator from Mississippi does not propose to ask 
for the yeas and nays on that? 

Mr. ADAMS. No, sir. 

The amendment was agreed to; and the substi- 


| tute of the committee, as amended, was agreed to, 


The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, 
and the amendments were concurred in. 

Mr. GWIN. I wish toask the gentleman who 
has brought forward this bill, whether it gives 
authority to any State—for instance, the State 
which he represents—to locate its land scrip in the 
State of California? I have not been able to read 
the bill with a view to ascertain this. 

Mr. FOOT. The question has been put to me 
by several members. The bill has been once read 
through; but some were then absent, and did not 
hear its provisions in this respect. I can state to 
the Senator that, so far from giving such authority 
to any State to locate these lands in any other 
State or Territory, it does, in express terms, pro- 
hibit any such thing. No State is authorized to 
locate its share of these lands in any other State or 
Territory. 

Mr. GWIN. I wish to ask another question. 
Does this bill authorize a State which gets lands 
to locate those lands within its own territory, if 
there be vacant lands there? 

Mr. FOOT. Certainly, it does. 

Mr. GWIN. Then I wish to ask, further—I 
shall get through with my difficulties in a moment 
—can that State, if there be no lands there sub- 


| ject toentry at private sale, select such public 


lands as are within the State ? 

Mr. FOOT. The bill limits the location to lands 
subject to private entry at $1 25 per acre at the 
time. 

Mr.GWIN. Although there are millions and 
tens of millions of acres of land in California, 
there is not a foot of public land in that condition. 
There is not a foot of public land there subject to 
sale at private entry; nor do I believe there will 
be any for twenty years to come. If the Senator 
will agree that where there are no such lands in 
the land States, those States may locate their 
lands on any of the unappropriated public domain 
in their own limits, I shall be perfectly willing to 
agree to it. This bill, however, as it now stands, 
gives no lands to California; and under its pro- 
visions, my State will not be able to get any in 
twenty years to come, in my opinion. If the 
Senator will agree to this amendment, that, if, in 
any of the land States where there are no lands 
subject to sale at private entry, that State shall 
select the quantity given in this bill from any other 
unappropriated public lands, I shall have no ob- 
jection to the bill. : 

Mr. FOOT. My construction of the provisions 


ich |) of the bill would be this: That such States as have 
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no public lands subject to private entry at the time, 
can locate their lands elsewhere in other States or 
Territories where there are public lands subject to 


private entry at the time. I have, however, no 
objection to the Senator from California drawing 
up an amendment to suit the condition of his own 
State in that respect, for I presume that is the only 
State in that condition. 

Mr. GWIN. If I can get that amendment, I 
shall be satisfied. 

Mr. DAWSON. Before the Senator from Cal- 
ifornia draws up his amendment, will he be kind 
enough to explain why there are no public lands 
in California which can be taken by that State 
under the provisions of this bill. Is it because 
they are not surveyed? 

Mr. GWIN. Yes, sir. 

Mr. DAWSON. It is not to be presumed that 
the Government will allow the public lands to re- 
main in California without being surveyed. 

Mr. GWIN. If the Senator will permit me, I 
will explain the matter in a moment. There are 
hundreds of thousands of acres of land there 
which have been located upon by the settlers; and 
such has been the necessity to provide for those 
settlers, that we have passed a law through Con- 
gress giving them a right to go on the lands before 
they are surveyed, because the officers cannot sur- 
vey them fast enough to meet the demands of the 
settlers. They are surveying that portion which 
is inhabited, and it is all taken up before the sur- 
veys are completed. Every foot of it is now lo- 
cated, and will be for years tocome. Ina State 
with such an immense area of public domain, the 
surveys can progress only ata certain ratio, and 
they must first survey that portion which is set- 
tled, according to the progress of the population; 
and hence | do not believe that in twenty years to 
come, there will be an acre of land there subject 
to sale at private entry. I only wish to meet the 
necessities of my own State. 

Mr. DAWSON. Certainly there can be no 
dificulty; for in a State so large as California, 
every lot surveyed by the Government will not 
be immediately taken up by the settler. 

Mr. GWIN. Yes, sir, immediately. 

Mr. DAWSON. ‘Then that will be the most 
astonishing thing in the history of the disposition 
of our public lands. Our past experience in that 
respect does not justify any such belief. Now, 
1 would say to the State of California, let the sur- 
veys be made in a district of country where this 
rreat demand is not existing, and California can 
get the whole of her lands very easily surveyed. 
{ would rather pass a section of this bill declaring 
the amount the State of California shall locate, 
than to give her (a new State, with such an im- 
mense quantity of public land, out of which the 
Government has not yet realized anything) the 
right of going into another State to select these 
lands. 

Mr.GWIN. I donot want to go into another 
State. I wish to get the rizht to have these lands 
located within our own State. 

Mr. DAWSON. Very well. 

Mr. HUNTER. I believe the hour for the 
special order has come, and therefore | move to 
postpone the further consideration of this bill until 
to-morrow. 

Mr. FOOT. I hope we may have a moment 
longer to dispose of this question. 

Mr. HUNTER. I hope the further consider- 
ation of the bill will be postponed until to-morrow. 
I do not believe a vote can be had upon it to-day. 
The time has come for the special order, on which 
the Senator from Pennsylvania has the floor. 

The motion to postpone was not agreed to. 

Mr. FOOT. I would suggest to the Senator 
oe California to move his amendment in this 

orm: 


Provided, That California may locate her distributive 
share of the lands hereby granted within the limits of that 
State, on any of the public lands, either surveyed or unsur- 
veyed.”’ 

Mr. GWIN. That will suit my purpose. 

Mr. STUART. There is no provision in this 
bill to take care of the interest of preémptioners 
and actual settlers. The very provision which is 
now under consideration applies to land which is 
subject to entry at one dollar and a quarter an acre. 
If the Senator from California expects to secure 
my vote for such an amendment, he must take 
care of actual settlers on the public lands. 


at this session giving every settler on unsurveyed 
land in California the right to the possession of 
his tract. 

Mr. STUART. Precisely. And the effect of 
this bill will be to give to the State the land, and 
the jurisdiction over it. 

Mr.GWIN. No,sir. It only gives the State 
the unappropriated public lands. If there are set- 
tlers on the lands, they are appropriated, and the 
State cannot take them. 

Mr. STUART. It would be better to add the 
words *f and unocecupied.’”’ 

Mr. GWIN. I am willing to say, * the un- 
appropriated and unoccupied public lands.” 

Mr.MASON. The effect of the amendment of 
the Senator from California, I take it for granted, 
will be to enable his State to appropriate the 
richest of the gold lands within her limits. 

Mr. GWIN. I am willing to exclude them 
altogether. ‘They are not to be surveyed. There 
is an order already not to survey the gold region 
atall. 1 am willing, therefore, to insert ‘* other 
than mineral lands.’’ 

Mr. MASON. But it would not be known 
whether they were mineral lands or not until they 
were appropriated. 1 suspect there is a large por- 
tion of the surface of the State of California which 
has not yet been explored, which will be found to 
be quite rich in mineral wealth. 

Mr. GWIN. The mineral region is well de- 
fined; and there is no act of Congress, and I am 
not in favor of passing an act of Congress, appro- 
priating any portion of the mineral lands. All 
our legislation has been carefully guarded in this 
respect; and the surveyor general has received 
express instructions to make no surveys of the 
mineral region. 

Mr. MASON. But these lands are to be ap- 
propriated to California, whether surveyed or un- 
surveyed. 

Mr. GWIN. But if the State takes mineral 
lands, the very words of the law will make the 
selection void. 

Mr. MASON. Iam much at a loss to know 
how the grant could become void after the title had 
become vested in the State of California, by a sub- 
sequent discovery that the lands were in fact min- 
eral lands. 

Mr. GWIN. I do not wish to have the further 
consideration of the bill postponed, or [ could 
show to the Senator at once that the mineral region 
of California is strictly defined, and is well known 
there, and no public surveys are going on in that 
section of the State, nor will there be any until 
further action by Congress. 

Mr. MASON. I am perfectly willing to take 
the word of the honorable Senator from California 
for anything about which he is certain; but I sub- 
mit that he cannot be certain whether the line of 
the mineral lands is well defined or known. It is 
a matter of conjecture. It may be that the bound- 
ary of the mineral lands is such a parallel, or 
such water-courses, or such mountains; but it is 
conjectural, purely conjectural; and the State of 
California may have boundless mineral wealth in 
other portions, for aught we know. 

I do not mean to throw any embarrassments in 
the way of the bill; but I suspect that the honor- 
able Senator who moved it, and who is chiefly in- 
terested in it, will find that unless we go far be- 
yond the hour assigned for the special order, we 
cannot get a vote to-day; for I shall feel myself 
bound to give my reasons for the opposition which 
I shall make tothe bill. I will do so when the 
bill is ready for its passage. I think, however, 
that the amendment of the Senator from Califor- 
nia may place it in the power of the State of Cal- 
ifornia to appropriate these mineral lands, to the 
exclusion of the Federal Government. 

Mr. FOOT. I hope the question may be taken 
without further debate. 

Mr. GWIN. I have modified my amendment 
so as to read: 

Provided, That the State of California may locate her 
portion of the said lands upon any of the unappropriated 


lands in that State, other than mineral lands, and not then 
occupied by actual settlers. 


The amendment was agreed to. 

The PRESIDENT. The question now is on 
ordering the bill to be engrossed for a third read- 
ing On this question the Senator from Mississippi 
has asked for the yeas and nays. 

Several Members. Let them be taken on the 


Mr.GWIN. We have already passed a law ) final pessage of the bill. 
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Mr. H1AMLIN. Iunderstand that the Senator 
from Virginia proposes to discuss the bill; and I 
would therefore suggest to my friend from Missis- 
sippi that it would be equally as well to take the 
yeas and nays, after the Senator from Virginia 
has been heard, on the passage of the bill. 

Mr. ADAMS. 1 have no objection to with- 
drawing the call until the question comes up upon 
the passage of the bill. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading. 

Mr. MASON. Iam perfectly willing to make 
now the remarks which I feel myself required to 
make in explanation of my vote upon this bill; 
and | really do not wish to embarrass at all the 
action of the Senator from Vermont. It is, how- 
ever, now after one o’clock, and I therefore move 
to postpone the further consideration of the bill 
until to-morrow, and call for the order of the day. 

The PRESIDENT. If the Senator objects, the 
bill cannot have its third reading until to-morrow. 

Mr. MASON. I object. 

The PRESIDENT. The bill must go over un- 
til to-morrow. 


TERRITORY OF NEBRASKA. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
bill to organize the Territory of Nebraska. 

Mr. BRODHEAD addressed the Senate in sup- 
port of the bill | For speech see Appendix. ]} 

Mr. THOMPSON, of New Jersey, followed on 
the same side of the question. [See Appendix 
for his speech. } 

Mr. CLAYTON. Mr. President—— 

Mr. STUART. I suppose the Senator will not 
desire to proceed to-day. I should like to have 
the subject postponed for the purpose of taking 
up another bill. With the consent of the Senator, 
| move to postpone the further consideration of the 
subject until to-morrow. 

‘The motion was agreed to. 


SOLAR COMPASS. 

Mr. STUART. There isa bill on the Calendar, 
which was objected to some Fridays ago because 
it was nota private bill, although it stands as such 
on the Calendar. Perhaps it may be doubted 
whether that ts its true character. It is the bill to 
enable the United States to make use of the solar 
compass in the public surveys. Ido not think it 
will lead to discussion. I move that the Senate 
yroceed to its consideration. 

The motion was agreed to, and the bill was read 
a second time, and considered as in Committee of 
the Whole. 

The object of the bill is to appropriate $15,000 
to compensate William A. Burt for the use, by 
the United States, in the prosecution of the pub- 
lic surveys, of the solar compass, which he has 
invented and patented. 

The use of Burt’s solar compass, which has 
been expensive in its construction, it Is repre- 
sented has saved the Government a heavy outlay 
in surveying the mineral jands in Wisconsin, 
Michigan. lowa, and Arkansas, as in those min- 
eral districts the ordinary compass was wholly in- 
efficient, local attraction being so great as fre- 
quently to prevent the traverse of the needle, caus- 
ing variations from ten to one hundred and eighty 
degrees. In 1852 the Commissioner of the Gen- 
eral Land Office said that Burt’s solar compass 
has proved of inappreciable utility in the mineral 
recions of Lake Superior and elsewhere, where 
the local attraction is such as to render the ordi- 
nary compass a useless thing. 

In the mineral regions of Michigan, Wiscon- 
sin, and Arkansas, it is estimated that 31,104 
miles (9,953,280 acres) of public land surveys 
were accomplished by it, at a maximum cost of 
$186,624; which, without its discovery and use in 
that service, could not have been surveyed with- 
out resorting to the tedious process involved in 
the use of transit and other mstruments, causing 
delays in the execution of the work, and propor- 
tionably swelling the cost of the public surveys of 
the same body of land to an estimated amount of 
at least $622,080, and possibly a great deal more: 
that is to say, to twenty dollars a mile instead of 
six dollars, and possibly double the former amount. 

Mr. Burt is understood to have been fourteen 
years in aiming to perfect his invention, and the 
measure of compensation claimed is one mill on the 
acre for the results attained by means of the use of 
his instrument, wherever it was of such indispen- 

| sable advantage and so economical to the public 
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land surveying service. Such allowance, based 
on the aggregate amount of acres above specified, 
would amount to $9,952 for all the past. As re-| 
rards the future, he claims the extension of the 


f 

r - 

same allowance to twenty-one years from the date 
of his patent—February 25, 1636—which would 


el 


reach to February 25, 1857. 
The transcendent merits of this instrument in 
the public land surveys, consists in the faerlity 


with which it determines the true meridian, from 
which, by the mechanical construction and grad- 
uation of the compass, any and all angles or 
courses may be determined. Thus the surveyor, 
by a simple operation, is enabled to arrive at accu- 
rate results; and whatever may be the local causes 
surrounding him, which but serve to distract the 
operator with the ordinary compass, he ts by this 
instrument enabled pre mptly to proceed in his 
labors without any misgivings, delays, or inter- 
ruptuions 


XX 


Nearly twenty years of anxious thought and 


study, and thousands of dollars, have been spent 


by him in bringing this instrument to pe riection, 


and eighty dollars is all the he has 


re 


remuneration 
eived from it. 
Mr. HUNTER. 


vir. I do not mean to dispute the 
merit of thi 


*sinvention; 
! 


centleman butit seems to 


me that we shall be introducing a dangerous prin- 
ciple, and setting a bad example by the passage of 
this bill. The Constitution has provided that in- 
ventors shall be rewarded by having secured to 
them a patent fora limited period. That, it seems 
to me, is the true mode of providing for inventors. 
But here isa proposition to give an appropriation 


directly out of the publie Treasury. It may be, 


ig particular Instance, this gentle man 1s 


that th 


in 
entitled to what ts proposed ; but it will be settine 
an example which will certainly be followed, and 
which,it seems to me, willlead to a great deal of 
mi When I say that he m Ly perhap 


entitled, I 


chief be 


do not mean that he has any just claim 
against the United States, but I mean to say that 
this pe rhaps is as strong a case of that nature as 
can be presented. But l am against setting such 
precedents, against beginning with such examples. 
This may not be the first case of the kind. I recol- 
lect others in which inventors have sent a petition 
to Congress, asking a reward for their discoveries, 
for which they could not be paid by the commu- 
nity at large. If weonce begin this, we shall find 
that we are beginning to take a troublesome sub- 
ject of jurisdiction into our hands. Nordol think 
that any inventor can claim more of us than that 
which is orded to him by the Constitution of 
the United States—a patent to be issued under our 
laws. For the rest, we buy his instruments as 
everybody else does, if we need them. And if it 
should so happen that he has given his ingenuity 
a direction in which a profit cannot be reached in 
money, he must take his chance for that compen- 


ae 


sation, which is all that many of those who make 
discoveries and inventions obtain—the reputation 
and fame which they acquire from them. 

Mr. STUART. [certainly did not expect that 
this bill would produce any discussion tn the Sen- 
uite, particnlarly after the reading of the report, 
and the recommendation of 
the General Land Office. I beg leave to say in 
the outset that all I desire, and that, | may say, I 
do desire, is that every Senator will give his at- 
and if, understanding the facts, the 
Senate, or the Congress of the United States, reject 
thia bill, | more disappointed 
than I have been yet at any of their action. 

The Senator from Virginia has not sought to 
show, as I understand him, that Congress did not 
possess the constitufional power to do this thing, 
although that is one of the most convenient argu- 
ments of the day; but his objection is put upon 
the ground that this man must stand where every 
other inventor stends, and reap his profit from the 
sale of his invention in the market. It was, sir, 
but the other day that we gave more money than 
is provided for in this bill to be distributed, accord- 
ing to the opinion of the Committee on Military 
Affairs, to persons who had made certain inven- 
tions in reference to percussion caps. There were 
two or three claimants to the invention; and we 
passed here, and without debate, a bill which paid 
money out of the Treasury of the United States 
to those gentlemen who were officers in the Army. 
Sir, | then thought, and | think now, that a pretty 
good argument might be got up upon the ground 
that a man who was in the employ of the United | 


the Commissioner of 


tention to it; 


will confess myself 
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States, and was paid by the United States, owed 
his duties and ail his time to the United States. 

That was suggested to the Senate, but a point 
fas not made upon it. 

Now, sir, here is a case in which a man has 
made an invention which, it j 
missioner, saves fourteen dol! a miie in the 
surveys of the public lands. I need not explain 
this to have every Senator understand it. Four- 
teen dollars is saved on every mile. It has been 
saved in Michigan, in Wisconsin, in Arkansas, in 
Ohio, and it will be saved throughout the State 
which you, sir, represent, [Mr. We.ver tempor- 
arily occupying the chair.] This is not a matter 
of opinion. It is a matter which has been de- 
monstrated. We have the reports and statements 
of gentlemen who have tried it in the Lake Supe- 
rior 


is stated by the Com- 


revion,. ‘Ty hey not only state that the needle 
there will vary, but that it will absolutely point 
and 


Sinvention, or something just like 
the surveys could not 


south, in consequence of the local attrac 
that without thi 
it, 


expense, and 


Lion; 


be made unless at a vast 
that if made at a! would be 
the lines inthe State of Arkansas, 
in the shay e of an Indian bow. 


] } , 
i, tney 


mace as you set 


Now, what is proposed by this bill? It is pro- 
po ed to give the man who has made this inven- 
tion, which is saving millions of dollars to the 
Government of the United States and its people, 
$15,000 for all the use of it that the Government 


has had, and for the use of it, undisputed, for all 
It is answered to this, that he has 
He has received only eighty dollars for 
patented instruments which he has sold; and why? 
Because the Government of the United States con- 
controls ail surveys. If the Government would let 
out these surve ys to individuals by contracting in 

I when the contractors found they could 


ail cases, 


time to come. 


a patent. 


notrun the lines without Burt’s solar compass being 
used, they would be ob! 
run the line. 
surveys. 


ized to pay his price, or not 
But we hold the monopoly the 
; And here isa man who saves millions of 
dollars to the Government by his invention. The 
Senator from Virginia well says, it is the strongest 


oT 


case that can be presented to Congress; and yet, 
if we follow the advice of that Senator, we are 
about to refuse to give him $15,000 for it. 

Mr. President, I cannot consent, unless it is 
made necessary, to consume the time of the Sen- 
ate in talking upon this question. But I do say, 
that if ever a case was presented where the Gov- 
ernment was called upon to measure out, not jus- 
tice, but a certain amount of justice, where an im- 
mense amount is due, toa citizen of the United 
States, this is that case. But I do not desire, nor 
do I design that this bill shall co through the Sen- 
ate of the United States without consideration, and 
without the deliberate judgment of every Senator. 
| have stated the facts in the main briefly, very 
briefly indeed; but I do think that the facts them- 


selves will so impress the subject upon the minds 
of Senators, that they cannot in justice, or with 
any pi sense of justice, refuse to grant a small 
pittance to an inventor who has thus 
lions of money to the Government of 
States. : 
Mr. SLIDELL. 
ecutive session; | therefore move to postpone the 
further consideration of the bill until to-morrow. 
The motion was agreed to. 


EXECUTIVE SESSION. 
The Senate proceeded to the consideration of 


Executive business; and, after some time spent 


oper 
saved mil- 


T ' 
the United 


It is desirable to have an Ex- 


therein, the doors were reopened, and 
The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tvespay, February 28, 1854. 

The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 
by Rev. Henry Suicer. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from the War Department, informing 
the House that he had transmitted therewith two 
hundred and fifty copies of the official Army Re- 
gister of 1854, for the use of the members of the 
House of Representatives. 

The communication was laid upon the table, 
and ordered to be printed. 

The SPEAKER. The business first in 


Prayer 


order 


is upon the motion to refer to the Committee of | , 
the Whole on the state of the Union the bill grant- || State so remote from market, and so destitute of 
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ing a portion of the public lands to the State of 
W isconsin, to aid in the construction of a certain 
railroad and branch railroad in said State. Upon 
that proposition the gentleman from Illinois [Mr 
Bisse.i]} had obtained the floor. = 

Mr. DAWSON. Is it not in order to make 
motion that the House resolve itself into the Com. 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union? 

The SPEAKER. It would be in order to do go 
if the gentleman had obtained the floor, but he 
cannot take the floor from the gentleman from I]. 
linois during the morning hour. 

Mr. EWING. Is it in order to rise to a ques- 
tion of privilege? 

The SPEAKER. That question is always jp 
order, unless some other privileged motion shuts 
it out. 

Mr. EWING. The Committee of Elections 
to whom was referred the petition of George W. 
Isaacs and others, in reference to the proposed 
contest of the right of Hon. Mike Walsh to a seat 
upon this floor, have, in a meeting at which | was 
not present, but in the conclusions to which th, y 
came | fully agree, directed me to report back the 
memorial to the Llouse, and ask leave to be 
charged from its further consideration. The me- 
morial, I may as well state, is unsupported and 
uncorroborated by any proof whatever, but is ac- 
companied by a rather unusual proposition, and 
the unprecedented request, that a commission be 
sent to New York to take this proof. 1 ask leave 
that the committee be discharged from the further 
consideration of the matter. 

Jt was so ordered. 

The SPEAKER. The question first in order 
is upon referring to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union the bill granting a por- 
tion of the public lands to the State of Wisconsin, 
to aid in the construction of a railroad, and a 
branch railroad, in said State. Upon this motion 
the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Bissse.v] had ob- 
tained the floor. 

Mr. BISSELL. In obtaining the floor I had 
no purpose to say anything more than to correct, 
very briefly, some of the errors into which the gen- 
tleman from Tennessee, [Mr. Jones,] over the 
way, [ thought, had fallen in the remarks which he 
made in opposition to the passage of the bill now 
before the House. I donot design to do anything 
more than that now. The principle of granting por- 
tions of the public domain for the purpose of aiding 
in the construction of public works, especially rail- 
roads, was, I thought, well settled in this House 

and the country. I say, I thought that the prin- 
ciple of these grants was well settled, and that the 
country, Congress, and the Executive, had become 
convinced of the correctness of that policy. Nor 
is ita recent policy at all. It is a policy which 
dates as far back as the birth of the oldest State 
which was formed out of the public domain. Not 
a State has been carved out of the public domain 
which has not received the benefit of this particu- 
lar policy; not always in the precise form pro- 
vided for in this bill, but substantially in the same 
mode. I thought, more especially since our ex- 
perience of the last two or three years, that this 
policy might be wegarded as the settled policy of 
the country. I was surprised to hear the gentle- 
man from Tennessee, who is not now in his seat, 
I regret to see, allude to our experience connected 
with the Illinois Central railroad, and attempt to 
deduce from that argumerts in opposition to this 
policy. My purpose, at the time I obtained the 
floor, was mainly to refer to the history of the Iili- 
nois Central railroad, for which a magnificent do- 
nation of land was made by Congress in proot 
and for the purpose of sustaining the correctness 
of the policy embraced in these®bills. 

The gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. Jones] 
held in his argument, that the State of Illinois 
itself had been a great sufferer and Joser in conse- 
quence of the action which had been had in ref- 
erence to the grant made by Congress to that 
State for the Central railroad. There never was 
a greater mistake. I affirm here, and if I can 
stand upon my feet long enough I can prove, that 
not only the State of Illinois, but that the General 
Government and the settlers of Illinois, have all 
profited by that grant. What is true of that grant 
will be true of similar grants made for similar 
purposes. 

The tract of country through which the Cen- 


ais- 


| tral railroad mainly runs, is ina portion of the 


